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cattle.
doing.
Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : T recognise that.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

It is the only good thing they are

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

RETURN—WATER CARBIAGE
SUBSIDY.

Mr. LATHAM (York) 4.34): I move—

That a return be laid upon the Table
of the House showing the amounts paid
to the Raillway Department, as a subsidy
by the Treasury, for waler carted over
the railways for the use of settlers in the
agriculiural area for the years 1988.23,
1923-24,

This is only a formal motion, and I do
not think
Mr, SPEAKER: It being formal, the

hon. member cannot speak to it.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSON: I think the
motion might well be extendad.

My, SPEAKER: The hon. member cam-
not discuss it.

The Minister for Landa: But if the hon.,
member wishes to raise an objection——

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 1T rose to dis-
cuss the motion.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss it. He can raise an objection to
it. Does he object to it?

Hon. W. D. JOBNSON: Yes, I object to
the motion in its present form.

Mr. SPEAKER: ‘Then it <annot be
further entertained at this stage.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Richardson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Sir James
Mitehell (Northam) on the ground of ill-
health; and to Mr. Teesdale (Roebourne)
on the ground of vrgent private business.

[ASSEMBLY,]

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Sizth Day.
- Debate resumed from the previons day.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [4.37): I find it
wyre diffienlt to speak from the Ministerias
side than from the Opposition side. Where-
as when in Opposition we were free to offer
destructive critieismn, when one ir standing
behind the Government he s expected to
bring forward something constructive. Since
last session our party has been before the
people and they have returned vs to power
with & mandate. The policy speech put
forward by the then Leader of the Op-
position, now the Premier, has been en-
dorsed by the people. This leaves but little
for members on this side to speak upon.
Reading the Governor’s Speech we realise
that it is our own policy. Consequently,
the ground is cut from under the feat of
members on this side. Some Bills fore-
shadowed in the Speech have been bhefore
us on previous occasions and, although
passed in this Chamber, have been slaugh-
tered in the other House, or at all events
mutilated beyond recognition. I hope whea
they are again dealt with this session they
will meet with a better fate. With two ex.
ceptions my remarks will be confined largely
to questions affecting my own electorate. In
the Speeck it is proposed to bring down a
Land Taxation Bill and a Closer Nettle-
ment Bill, I was pleased with the utter-
ance of the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lind-
gay) the otber night, and I feel sure that
when the Closer Settlement Bill comes down
that hon. member will support it. Certainly
his deductions in respect of it were perfectly
sound. When the member for York (Mr.
Latham) made his maiden speech in the
House he also was in Favour of that mezs-
ure.

Mr, Latham: He is in favour of it now.

Mr. CHESSON: No, I rather fancy he
has slipped from grace. On the earlier oc-
casion he put up a very able speech and
gshowed that he was in favonr of land
values taxation.

Mr, Latham: No, no.

Mr. CHESSON:  But since then, as 1
day, he appears to have changed his views,

Mr, Latham: ¥ou will find me sapport-
ing the ecloser settlement policy, but not
that of land values taxation.

Mr. CHESSON: T am going to make a
claim on behalf of my electorate. I con-
tend that if land values taxation is intro-
duced, connected with that should be a re-
duction of railway freights. Freights play
a big part in the development of the outer
goldfields. A large portion of the revenus
to be derived from land values taxation
should be earmarked for the reduction of
railway freights. Under our present system
of railway freights, the further out a man
is the more he is penalised. The people of
the metropolitan area &c not pay much in
railway freights.

Mr. Clydesdale: They pay their share.,
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Mr, CHESSON: It may be that they
pay their share of passenger fares, but
when it comes to freights on produce they
pay little or nothing. Imported produce
landed at Fremantle mostly comes up the
river; alternatively, it comes up by metor.

But when that produee goes to the
country, the country congsumer has
to pay heavy railway freight om it.

Tt is soid that land wvalues taxation will
bear heavily upon the metropolitan area.
Tt will at all events cause them to pay
somcthing towards the upkeep of the rail-
ways, Our railways are built in order to
open np the country. It must be opened
np, and t'e people of the metropolitan area
must be fed by the producers who are
setthed in the comntry. Those who are pre-
pared to go on to the land should not be
penalised more than is necessary. Our whale
aim and objeet is to develop Western Ans.
tralia. We must develop not only our ports
but our hinterland. Such a tax will cer-
tainly relieve the people in the remotest
parts of the State, and will not bear too
harshly upon those in the metropalitan
area. It shovld be the means of opening
up the land adjacent to our railways for
closer settlement pnrposes. An enormaous
area of this land is now held as a matter
of speeulation. If we c¢an compel the
tolders to put their land to proper use we
shall benefit the State. No doubt exressive
railway freights retard development. That
is specially so in the mining industry. When
a man is working a mining propoaition,
and requires up to date machinery, the
question of freight mnst enter into eom-
sideration, If the freights could be reduced
many low grade propositions could be
worked, and this would mean the employ-
ment of a Jot of men and additional wealth
for the State. Taxation also plays a big
part in our mining industry, which seems
to be singled out for extra taxation, When
people have a mining proposition to sell
and give an option over it they get very
little by way of eash, and if the option is
exercised they receive shares of a certain
face value. When we amended the income
tax legislation last year we thought we had
defined the face value of shares and their
market valne. T now understand this was
left entirely to the Taxation Commissioner,
hut it should bhe defined by Parliament. A
man may hald a lot of shares in a mining
proposition. and t“ese may have a face
value of £1, hnt they may he ahsolutely
valneless from the selling point of view,
The holder of that serip skould be toxed
only on what he can sell it for., Tf a
nian owns a mine he should ke taxed on its
valve and on its earning capacity, TFnor-
mons sums of monev have to he spent in
develoring o mine. Up to date plant must
be installed, and this wears out in a few
years. The people owning the mine should
be allowed to recoup themselves for that ex.
penditure before they are taxed. Every hig
mine has a bhattery and a cyanide plant
upon it, for it iz no geod working a mine if
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oue does not get the gold out of the ground.
Relief should be given to mining compauies
in this respect. A man may have worked
for 20 years or 30 yeara and come upon a
big patch at the end of that time, ow-
ance should be made for the lean years that
he has passed through before he is tuxed.
As things are af present, by the time a man
has paid all his liabilities he has little or
nothing left as a reward for his years of
lahour. If the taxation was apread over @
longer period it would give him a chance.
Mr. (lydesdale: Tl you think that
should apply to all business people?

My, CHESSOX: 7Yes. The member for
Menzies (Mr, Panion) raised the gueslion
of sandalwood. The regulations undoubt-
odly bamper the outback districts. Most
of the sandalwood is obtained a long way
from railway centres, The regulativns in-
juriously affect those who are getting the
sandalwood. Men in my distriet and in the
Mt. Magnet area frequently locate good
patches of wood when they go out prospect-
ing. They have no chance of disposing of
that wood themselves, and have to work in
with someone who is employed by one of
the licensed sellers. They have to give
away their knowledge to those people, and
get very little as a result of their discovery.
Prospeetors and returned soldiers are al-
lowed to pull only 750 tons of sandalwood
a year. The member for Menzies worked
that ouvt at 13 tons per individual, Lot T
de not think it would work out at more
than one ton. If a man brings in a parcel
of sandalwood he has to get rid of it to
a licensed huyer amd makea very little
out of it. It is time that regulation
was cancelled. A pgood deal of san-
dalwood has been pulled on Crown land,
Tf the puller cannot get rid of it it is
generally entered up s having come from
private property. By that means the Gov-
ernment are losing revenue, The sandal-
wood has to go to someone who has a
private property, and no one ean prove
that it did not come from that property.

Mr. Panton: And the Government do
not collect the royaity.

Mr. CHESSON: That is so.

Mr. J. H. Smith: That does not apply to
sandalwood alone.

Mr. CHESSOX: The Government do not
get the royalty becaure the sandalwoaod is
entered up as having come from private
land, T know of several instances of this
in the Mt Magnet district.

Mr. Panton: And the puller does not
get his £1a.

Mr. CHES80X: That is so.

The Minister for Railways :
those people have heen caught.

Mr. CHESSON: But many bave escaped.
The sandalwood iz brought down to Fre-
mantle. Very often the buyer contends
that it is below fair average quality. The
question is sobmitted to the inspector,
and then goes before the Conservator,
That portion of the regulations is

Some of
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ridiculous, for it gives the puller no
opportunity of redress, Those who framed
the regulations did not know the geo-
graphy of the country. Most of our
sandalwood is obtained from the remote
parts of the State. By the time the puller
gets his returns, the sandalwood has
probably gone to Cbina, Many of thae
pullers work 80 or 90 miles away from the
1ailway, and eaunot get results for a long
time. Hiy wood is disprsed of chiefly
through the local stoiekeeper or an apent.
When he gets his returns he finds that
instead of receiving £16 a tonm he has
obtained only £13 a ton, and he is left {o
mournt the lows, Those who framed the
regulations had no idea of the disabilities
upder which the sapdalwood getter anil
the prospector have to work. The latter
is especiully enfitled to eonsideration for
‘the good he does for the State. By means
of the earnings from sandalwood he is
enabled to prospect and develop the min-
eral resonrces of this country. Were it
not for that c¢lags of man, I do not know
what would bappen to Wastern Australia.
The Fremantle company getting the wood
desired a reduction in price, and applied
to the Forests Department for it. Then
the Coneervator sends an inspector. That
inspector decides, and the Conservator
agrees. And that is the end of the puller
for all time. The matter is one we might
well go into. Members mow sitting on
thia side of the House opposed that regu.
lation tooth and nail, but were beaten by
the decision of the Chamber, and the ques-
tion could not be brought up again, Since
the regulation has been pul inte opera-
tion, we have roalised that it is a failure
from the puller’s point of view. We muat
conserve the puller. Were it not for him,
there wounld be np sandalwood, and then
T do not know what would happen to John
Chinaman. As regards the reduction of
£2, 1 agree that John Chinaman will pay
the full prire while the puller mourns the
loss of the £2. [f the Honse went fnto
this question in the light of present know-
ledge, the regulation, I feel sure, would
be disallowed. T wish to deal with the
question of postal votes. We all know
that in the bark country there are postal
vote officers, whose duty i3 to take postal
vates. Any man who believes he will be
seven miles from the nearest polling
booth on polling day ean give a postal
vote. I suggest that after every election
or hy-clection the postal vote books should
go into the Central Electoral (ffiece to he
checked, instead of heing left year after
vear with the postal vote officers, a prae-
tice which leaves the way open to dis-
honesty. The request is a most reasonable
one, I have known the same postal vote
hook to be passed on from ome postal vote
ofiiver to hif succensor without any check
heing made. Suveh a conrse simply invites
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abuse, Moreover I suggest that postal
vote officers should not be disfranchised.
The man does the work for nothing, and
is disfranchised for deing it, That is my
own rvase; 1 rannot take my own vote.
An rclector should be empowered to take
the vote nf the postal vete officer,

Mr. Angelo: Why not get two postal
vote officers appointrd at each centre?

Mr. (HESSOX : Thut might he a
remedy. [ would like to 4¢e sowmething
lone hy the Government in the way of
generating  eleetricity at the  pit's
mouth. I was pleased with the anwwer
given by the Ainister for Railways to the
dleputation that waited on him at Collie.
I gather that there is now a chance of an
electric power generating station being
established at the pit’s mouth in Collie
to generate power from slack, which ia
the waste produet of the coal mines, The
pit's mouth in Collie is the proper place
for u generating plant. Amnyone who has
worked in coal mines knows the enormous
amount of waste in the form of by-
produets. The whole of the slack can be
used for generating electricity, I hope in
the near future to see a generating plaot
working at Cellie, generating clectricity
for Bunbury, and in faet for all the manu-
factories, engines, and s¢ forth working
in that digtrict. Thers is no reason why
Bunbury, which has a decent harbour,
should not have manufactories; and there
should also be factories in Collie, In New
Sonth Wales ore is being taker to New-
castle, where the coal is. Nowadays it is
much cheaper to take the iron or other
mineral that is to be smelted to where
the roal is found, instead of toking the
coal to the mineral. The coursa I suggest
would create a good deal of employment
hoth in Collie and in Bunhary. I have
always held that the port of Bunbury is
entitled to the trade in whatever is pro-
duced for export in the surrounding dis-
triets. I am not payochial. I will alwaye
put up a fight for the Geraldton harbour,
but I will also speak for the Bunbury
harbour, A matfer affecting my own dis-
trict is hospital administration, Right
throzgh the Murchisor and ita back
goldfields there sre what are termed
committee-run hoapitals, All the workers
in the district pay £3 18s. per annum,
equal to ls. 6d. per week, towards the
medical funds and the upkeep of hospitala.

Membher: Tt is too much, anyhow.

Mr., CHESSON: That is not all they
pay. Every fortnight or so there 18 a
local conecert or social and dance in ald of
the hospital, or a hospital Sunday, or a
straight-out collection. It is true that the
Government subsidise these hospitals, but
owing to the sparseness of the population
the subsidies ara not sufficient. The cost
nf upkeep of hospitals represents 8 heavy
item to that section of the community, I
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urge the Government to run sweeps or
Intteries im aid of the hospitals, as 18 done
in Queensland.

Mr. Mann: Heur, hear!

My, Clydesdale: What about gambling?

Mr. CHESSON: [ am mnor concerned
alrout gambling. I have gambled all my
life,

Mr, Clydesdale: You should be ashamed
to admit jt.

Mr. CHESSON: Life itself is a ehance,
and I have always been taling chuances,
tLough not on the racecourses of the hon.
member interjecting. We all realise the
amnuat of money that is going “rom \West-
ern Australia te Tasmania s else to
Queensland, in which States sweeps are
rmn. T do not care a ‘‘eontinental’’ for
the criticism to which T ahall be subjected
for this suggestior, so long as Western
Australia benefits. If our Goverament
will run sweeps, we shall get some monev
to run ocur hospitals, certainly much more
money than we arc getting at present,
Buorely if the profits from sweepa are ear-
marked for the benefit of hoapitals, the
biggest wowser in creation eannot grumble
much, At any rate, I am prepared to take
the bull by the horns and introduce the
necessary measure, Critieism in that
respect will not trouble me. Afier all],
the sweeps will be for the benefit of
indigent people whom we are compelled
tn treat in our hospitals. T believe that
all members will agrce with me on this
subject, though some of them may be
afraid to face criticism.

Mr. E. B. Johpstor: Queensland makes
£100,000 annually for her hospitals out
of ber sweepa.

Mr, Mann: And we subscribe a portion
of that £100,000.

Mr, CHESSON: By instituting Govern-
ment sweeps we shall be doing something
for people who cannot help tbemselves.
Men and women will gamble, let the legis-
latures do what they like to prevent them.

Mr. A, Wanshrough: Sweeps are not
gambling,

Mr. CHESSOX: If one takes a 5s. chance
to win £1,000 or £10,000, of course it is
gambling. We should put on our thinking
caps and give this matter serious considera-
tion. Personally T do not believe that a
propogal for (Government sweeps will meet
with serious opposition from any side of the
House. I now wish to deal with mining and
the State hattery system, which system T
acknowledge has done a great deal for
‘Western Australis. In my opinion a con-
siderable proportion of the prospecting vote
should he spent in localities where State
batteries operate within a certain distance,
20 that the ane form of expenditure will be
worked in conjunction with the other form.
The State batteries involve considerable ex-
penditure and the cost of sending out pros-
pecting parties bas also been great. It
shomld be our ohject to keep the batteries
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crushing ore econtinuously throughout the
vrar. If we induce prospectors to go out
beyond an effective radins, they will not
work as profitably as if they wers working
in conjunction with a State battery. If
a valunble ficld is disecovered the State is
involved in further expense in opening up
communication with the new field, so that it
may he operated for the benefit of the
State and of those concerned in the venture.
T maintain that there are plenty of oppor-
tunities available still on the old fields
where batteries are already established, and
if these were availed of, more assistance
ecould be given to the prospectors by the
Government and the State batteries would
be kept working. Tf hon. members realise
the amount of money breught into cireula-
tion beeause of the State battery system,
they will recognise the importance of the
question. A return I have gea]ing with the
operations of the State batteries from their
inception to Jume 30, 1924, gives the fol-
lowing details:—

Tons of ore milled, 1,389,996; produe-
tion by amalgamation, £4,748,961; pro-
duction by sand treatwment, €£717,370;
production by slimes treatment, £261 588 ;
production by residue freatment, £9,353;
giving a total valee of gold prodoced of
£5,737,274.

Tons of tin ore treated, 80,067; pro-
duction by black tin, £62,419; production
by residue trentment, £572.

These details give a grand total value of
the produetion of £5,830,266. The whole of
that money has been brought inte cireula-
tion because of the State batteries. 'This
i3 a big factor in the development of West-
ern Australia, Some of the most important
towns in the back country have been estab-
lished because of this system, Wherever
justified it ghould be extended, but it a
prospector is faced with the nbecessity of
carting his ore 15 or 20 milesa to a State
battery, he will have no chance of makihg a
paying proposition of his mine. In such
cireumstances it would be neceasary to pro-
cure a thill or B treatment plant, and if the
prospector has not the money to face that
expenditure and the Government e¢annot ren-
der assistance, he will have to give dn
option over the proposition dnd possibly
make a considerable samerifice. If several
payable propositions were discovered in ome
distriet, the State should render assistance
hy providing e battery, for that is the hest
way of fostering mining operations in the
back country. f’n]ess it is a good dollying
1roposition, the prospector has no chance
of suceess otherwise. With the eirculation
of extra money &s a result of the mining
operations and the work of the State bat-
tery system, new towna may be ereated, and
with the extra population attracted te thnse
centres the furmers will have improved Tocal
markets for their prnduce. Every considera-
tion should ba given to the men who are
willing to go into the back areas. Y am a
member of the State Prospecting Board
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which has done splendid work, and as the
outcome of ita labours there is a possibility
of one or two good propositions being
opened up. The following is a brief resume
of the work done by the board, showing
the money expended and giving particulars
about the prospecting parties assisted or
sent out Ly the board:—

The Prospecting Board was c¢reated om
the 1st September, 1918, Subsequently
an advisory board was established at Kal-
goorlie, Advisory boards have since been
formed at Meekatharra and MMt, Magnet.
From the inception of the board to the
81st December, 1923, agsistance was
granted to 566 parties, comprising 972
men assisted, at a total cost of £23,338
8s. 8d. From lst January, 1924, to 30th
June, 1924, 75 parties, comprised of 108
men, were assisted and 35 extensions
were granted, on the recommendation of
the State Prospecting Board, at a cost of
£2,166 16s, 1d. Tt was apportioned as

follows:—

£ ad

Rations 1563 1 1
Hire horaes 303 B8 10
Repairs .. . . 4716 §
Purchase of equipment .. 31 210
Freight . . 66 18 ¢
Fares . .. . 10 6 4
Explosives . .- 319 3
Miscellaneous 150 3 2
£2,166 16 1

This makes & total of 641 agsisted parties,
comprising 1,081 men, at a cost of £25,505
48, 9d., since the inception of the board,
and in addition, £3,680 14g. 6d. has been
spent on five State prospecting parties
controlled by the board. During the six
months ending 30/6/24, nine applications
were refused and eight were withdrawn.
In many cases where assistance was re-
fused, it was because the applicants’
mining had gone beyond the scope of
prospecting and they were advised to
apply for assistance under the provisions
of the Mining Development Aect.

Dealing with State prospecting parties the
report states—

Towards the end of 1921 the board aub-
mitted to the Hon. Minister a scheme for
systematiec prospecting by State-equipped
parties, acting under the direction of the
hoard, of several large metalliferous div-
isions throughout the State, The total
cost was estimated at £20,000. The gue-
cess which attended the first State pros-
peeting party led the board to equip sev-
eral simjlar parties. No 2 party examincd
the Coobina greenstone belt in the vicinity
of the Ophthalmia Range. No. 3 party
prospeeted an srea mear Lake Barlee, XNo.
4 party was equipped from Roebourne
and operated in the Ashburton goldfield.
No. § party are now in the East Kimber-
ley distriet, but baving only just com-
meneed, the resuit of their operations is
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not yet kmown. The result of the syste-
matic prospecting of these areas is that
we now have defirite information about
country which had perhaps only been
“'run over’' previously, and of which no
official information was available. Apart
from the State prospecting parties, many
of the prospectors assisted (only by means
of trangport, tools, and rations) have
taken out crushings during the hali year,
but not many were payable. The under-
mentionell are the best: A, Sclater,
414 toms for 37 ozs.; Acheson & Taylur,
15 tons for 6415 ozs,; while rich prospeets
have recently been obtaired by Jones &
Harris at Mt. Grey. Refunds have been
made during the half year by Acheson &
Taylor, £26; A. Sclater, £18; and Jones
& Harris, £80. The operations of the
board have extended from Wyndham to
Ravensthorpe. The Murchison and East-
ern goldfields have, of course, received
moest attention. The result of the opera-
tions under the ordinary system of equip-
ping small parties and allowing Shem
practically a free hand, cannot be said to
have been successful, for aithough some
payable crushings have been obtaived,
nothing likely to permanently benefit the
State was discovered. Omne exception,
however, appears to he in the case of Ivan
Jones and Harris, who were equipped by
the board and whose discovery at Mt.
Grey resulted in the pegging out of, and
application for, a large number of leases
and prospecting areas, in all 60. The dis-
covery is of foo recent a date to permit
of its value being assessed, hut indiea-
tions are said to warrant the assumption
that at least two or three mines will he
the resnlt., These prospectors have repaid
the greater part of the cost of equipping
them.
If only one town is opened up as the resnlt
of the money expended by the board, some-
thing will have been achieved for Western
Australia, Moreover, the establishment of
such a centre in the back country will mean
the provisicn of facilities for the pastoralists
who, after all, were the original pionecers of
Western Australia. Tn those parts of the
State such facilities become available only
in the event of gold being discovered. Tele-
graphiec communication becomes established;
it is followed by a railway and thus faeili-
ties are provided for the pastoralists. T
have spent most of my life in the back parts
of Australia and have been hoth a miner
anil a prospeetor. Most shows have bheen
diseovered through the outerops, but we
have an enormous territory which has merely
been seratched. Jost of the gold found in
the Cue district is connected with iron ore
or echist. Those of us who had pained ex-
perience on the Eastern States fields, on
coming te Western Australia, looked for
quartz and did not hother ahout lode forma-
tions. I think most of the gold has heen
shed from lodes. Traces of gold no thicker
than a penknife have come through the
cement. Within the last few weeks there
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kus been n find at Cue that has produced
ahout 1,000 ozs. Oue parcel of ore of 103
tons yielded GB ozs. 131% dwts. over the
plates and there is probably 8§ to 10 dwts.
in the tailiugs. This was discovered by hor-
ing, It was fourd at the spot where Tom
{ ne first found gold, and this was the rich-
est alluvial pateh ever known on the Mur-
thivon, L speat a good deal of time and
money in trying to locate whence the pold
had been shed. Other people in (e also
tried, but all failed. An old prospector
has now located one of the richest finds
the district has koown for many a dav,
Right through the Murchison the ontlook
for mintag is very much brighter. We have
ne time for a croaker. A prospector must
h: an optimist. Systematic prospueeting is
necessary to locale the rieh deposits and
money should be made available for this
work. The State battery system should be
operated in conjunction with the Prospeet-
ing Board. We need a big gold rush some-
thing like that of the Golden Mile, or better
still a good alluvial find. An amendment
of the Agricultural Bank Act is necessary
to permit the Government to advance money
to people taking up pastoral holdings. I
know a lot of young men in the Murchison
who are prepared to take up pastoral
holdings, but they have not sufficient
cash, and they do not wish to get into the
hands of Dalgety’s and the bhig firms, It
does not take anything like the money that
iz required for s farm to develop a pas-
torgl holding. The first needs are fencing,
wells and windmills, and then stock. No
clearing iz required. We talk a lot ahout
bursting up large holdings; here is an op-
portunity for the Government to act. These
nen would take wup small holdings. A
good portion of the Murchison was pre-
viously eattle countrv, but it is now pgiven
over to sheep. Every year sheep stations
are being extended further inland and the
dingo i3 being driven back. In time the
whole of the Murchison, right through to
the North-West, will be used for sheep.
Sheep are able to stand drought much
better than  cattle and the profit, of
course, is preater. The memher for West
Perth (Mr. Davy) referred to the state-
ments of the member for Guildford (Hen.
W, D. Jobnson) regarding pastoral hold-
ings. The pastoral leases were extended in
i017, or 11 years before the date of cx-
piry, andl the extension granted was till
1944, Everyone realises that pastoral land
may be resumed at any time for agrieul-
tural purposes, but what we want is closer
settlement for pastoral purposes. Aleng
the river frontages the pastsralists run a
limited number of stork and do not comply
with the improvement ecounditions . Had
they done so they would have sunk wells
and installed windmills, and been carrying
stock on the whole of such leases. That is
what we complain of. Had the pastoral-
ists earried out the improvements, we wonld
not mind so much. Those memberas who were
in the House in 1917 understood clearly the
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references of the member for Guildford. T
have not made any great demands vn the
resources of the Treasury, I realise that
owing to the commitments left as a legacy
by the late Government, it is vseless for re-
presentatives from the bhack couniry to re-
mnest  apecial coneiderntion, 1 hope that
the Main Roads Bill will be dealt with, and
that when the Commonwealth grant for
road making is being allocated, the Govern-
ment will remember the Murehiseon, inriud-
ing Cue. In the past the people that ‘‘hol-
lered’’ the most got the most. We of the
Murchison have grievances as well as other
places, but we realise that the Government
at the present time are confronted with
difficulties and commitments that they are
in duty bound to honour. Some of these
commitments relate to group settlemments
and other matters, and econseguently we
have to curtail ovr demands. Still, when
it eomes to a matter of main roads in
places that are a long distanee from the
metropolis, and tihere is Federal money
available for distribution, with the added
subsidy of the Btate Government, we are
entitled to prefer a claim for congidera-
tion. Y hope that the Bills to be presented
during the session will receive the considera-
tion they deserve not only by this Chamber,
but at the hands of another place, It is
interesting to note that the people of the
goldfields at tbe presont time are taking a
different view of things from what was the
case some time ago by reason of the im-
proved outlock for the mining industry. On
the Murchison the position of affairs is
much brighter, and going to the electorate
of the Mipister for Mines we find there,
too, that the positicn is muech mere hope-
ful. At the Daphne mine, judging by the
amount of stone raised and the surface
prospects generally, the outlook is satis-
factory and it appears as if there were
good chances of making that a decent pro-
perty. There have been satisfactory im-
]:rovements around Cue, whilst at Reidy's,
where the Mararoa company have been
working aun option for about 12 months, the
leases have been opened up and developed.
The information I have regarding the op-
tion is that in all probability it will be
exercised. This will mean providing em-
Ployment for 100 men, and the consequent
establishment of a small township. The
leases are onty 12 miles from the railway.
Generally speaking, the outlook is hopeful
by reason of the fact that there is so much
activity.

Mr. BROWN (Pingelly) ,350]: T rise
with some diffidence to make a few remarks
on the Address-in-reply. [ have listened to
a number of the best debaters we have in
western Australia, and as a new member
T feel that T shall have to make mv remarka
in as concite A manner as possible, and if
T should fall into any errors T will ask the
House to bear with me and ta make allow-
ances on aecount of my inexperience. Some
time ago T heard the Premier say that we
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had in thiz Parliament a considerable num-
ber of new members, and that every one of
them waa imbued with brilliant ideas for
the salvation of Weatern Australia. Whether
those brilliant ideas will be listened to or
not, the counrge of time will tell. I am not
a strong party man bot I am pleased and

roud of the little band to which I Lelong,

n my opinion it is undoubtedly the party
that will bring Western Australia ovt of
the slough of despond. 1 realise that it
will nut be very long before Parliament will
consist of two parties, the Couniry Party,
to which | belong, and the Labour Party.

Mr. Withers: We shall all be one then.

Mr. BROWN: 1 have read a great deal
about party polities, and the more I learn
gbout it the more am I convinced that the
sooner it is dome away with the better it
will be for the State. When we come to
look around we find that men like Lloyd
Georga and others who in their day ap-
pearad to have a permanent holl of their
positions, are turned out. It is the same in
all countrics of the world where men who
to-day appear to be leaders o. strong par-
ties, are in fact in oceypation of these posi-
tions for only a brief time. We in Aus-
tralia are as badly off, because when a man
is leader of his party and becomes Premier,
thus reaching Eis summit, his downfall
egmes very rapidly, no matter to which
party he may belong. There is always
someone trying to bring him down, Maay
a man has raiged his party to a high level
only to be wrecked himself by that party. Let
us look around and ses what happemed in
Rome. Bome had her laws, but what do
we find happened? Mussolini came into
powar, and he adopted brute force in order
to bring abhout reforms, the brute foree con-
sisting of adminietering castor-oil to the
psople. Such g course appesrs to we to be
extraordinary in this enlightened age, and
that is one reason why I do not feel dis-
posed to become a strong party man. I
hepe yet to be able to see the fowees nnited
with an clected ministry in power. I de-
gire to bring vader notice a few of the re-
quirgments of the Pingelly district. Just
a3 other members have done I could prefer
requests invulvin% an expenditure of a
million pounds. ut I do net propose to
be so cxtravagant; T intend to ask for only
a little. Speaking of the town of Pingelly
itself, if it had ita due, Narrogin shonld
be ane of its saburbst

Member: Where is Narrogin?

Mr. BROWN: It is at present the hub
of the universe. Some of the land around
Pingelly is undoubtedly the best we have in
the State. It has heen settled now for
something like 60 years, One of the firat
complaints T have to make is with regard
to the railway station. The Premier knows
this station pretty well. T do not koew
whether it was he or Mr. Beaddan who de-
clored many years ago that it should he
burnt down. Tt was erected merely as a
makeshift, but it standa to.day doing the
gervice of a place that should be very
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much better equipped. Looking arcund the
Great Bouthern line we find at a place like
Mt. Barker, that recently a sum of about
£7,000 has been spent on the railway sta-
tion. It is only right that a town like
Pingelly that lhas contributed for 35 years
to the revenue of the State should have a
railway stution commepsurate with its needs
rather than a miserable littie hovel. Going
farther west from Pingelly I wish to say a
word or two in connection with the Nar-
rogin-Dwarda railway, part of which, when
conatructed, will run through my electorate.
Some time ago the Minister for Works pro-
mised at a meeting down there that it
would be the first railway to be construeted
in Western Anstralin, He antieipated that
there would be a lot of unemployment dur-
the winter months, and the line could then
he eonstructed by day labour. T do not
think there can he any unemployment.
Thank heaven for that.
The Minister for Works: Isn’t there!

Mr, BROWN: Then I do not know where
it is. The railway bas not yet been started.
Going further north from there we find that
Parliament has authorised the construction
of a railway from Brookton towards Arma-
dale, a distance of 27 or 28 miles. Nothing
has yet been done in the way of making a
start with this work and T may tell the
Premier that in the course of a few days
he will receive a deputation on the subject.
wmoving on east from Pingelly we get into
one of the most fertile places in Western
Auystralia, the Kondinin distriect. Tt is 100
miles east of Pingelly and I may inform
the House that within a radins of seven
miles that district last year produced
156,10 hags of wheat. Tt is possible
that the settlers from that part will
approach the (Government for assistance.
‘Whater in that locality can be comserved in
dame. There is also a gorge there known
as Qorge Roek where water can be stored
provided a weir is built across the moath.
TPhe catchment is 25 acres in extent and
many millions of gallons ean be conserved.

The Premier: Then let va have the weir.

Mr, BROWXN: T trust that when the re-
quest for the construction of the weir is
submitted the Premier or the Mirister for
Works will prove sympathetic. Extending
beyond Kondinin we come to Kalgarin,
What has heen donc in that district in a
comparatively short period is remarkable,
Last year was the first in which erops were
sown and this was the resuvit: There were
95 settlers holding 145,000 acres. They are
from 18 tn 36 miles from Kondinin. The
nearest settler is 18 miles from the line.
This year there are 10,000 aeres under rrop
and next vear it is expected that approxi-
mately 17,500 acres will be under enltiva-
tion. 'The Agricultural Bank has advaneced
to the settlers no less than £100,000, The
nearest railway, which is from 25 ta 20
miles awav, is that at Kondinin.

Lieut.-Cel, Denton: T have to
that distance now.

travel
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Mr, BROWN: Perhaps the bhon. mem-
ber’s distriet is not as rich as this, If a
line is extended for the econvenience of
there settlers it should go east from Kon-
dinin into Forrestania towards Ravens-
thorpe. If this railway be bailt it will
bring those people within a reagonable
distance of Perth. Immediately the line
is constructed to Komdinin, it should be
carried on to Corrigin. The Corrigin line
is already built to Brookton, and from
Brookton to the line just passed is all on
the road to Armadale, and so will bring
those people 70 miles nearer to Perth than
they are at present. The Minister will
agree that we must always take into
account the geographical position of a
place. Well, that is the geographical posi-
tion of those settlers. Beyond that radius
again are dozens of settlers who have not
very much improvement on their holdings
becauge the Agricultural Bark will not
grant them loars, deelaring that they are
too far from a ranilway. The Lands De-
partment and the manager of the Agri-
cultural Bank have told me it is the only
place where there is virgin land for selee-
tion, It is ¢lear that we must either build
a railway there or advance the settlers
money through the Agricultural Bank.
Now, I want to refer to our primary re-
sonrces, the chief of which, of course, s
farming. Let me ahow you from statistics
how the industrie: stand. Agrieulture in
1913 furnished oxporis to the value of
£19,776,735. In 1920-1921 £43,336,754 and
in 1921-1922 £48,452,643. The pastoral in-
dustry in 1813 exported to the value of
£42,057,346; in 1920-1 £45,805,314, and in
1921.2  £58,222,175. Dairying and the
farmyard in 1913 exported to the value of
£3854,743, and in 1921-2 £10,992021.
Mines and quarries in 1913 exported fo
the valne of £14,712,242, and in 1921-2
£9,345,342, TFisheries in 1913 exported to
the value of £424849, and in 1921-2
£434,552. Forestry in 1913 exported fo
the value of £1,106,549, and in 1921-2
£1,270,691. From these statisties it will
be seen that we have to fall back upon
our primary industries, namely agriculture,
dairying, pastoral and mining. If history
repeats itself, as it must, our mines will
eventually reach oblivion. Ballarat at
one time had the richest mines in Aue-
tralia.

Mr. Lambert: They were only tinpot
shows as compared with ours.

Mr. BROWN: I am not running down
our mines, I think they ought to be
assisted. I am merely pointing out that
in the end we have to fall back on agri-
culture and the pastoral industry. Ballarat
lost her mines completely, notwithstand-
ing which Ballarat to-day is one of the
most flourishing of Australia’s inland
cities, What has made it? When the
mines petered out, the people gave atten-

tion to the agticulioral land in the
vieinity,

Mr, Lambert: A lot of the farmers in
this Btate turn their attention to the Gov-
ernmeant.

Mr. BROWN : Of course the mining
towns in this Btate are not so happily
situated as is Ballarat. Take Coolgardie,
onc¢s a flourishing town. It iy now nothing
but a mass ¢f ruing and dilapidated build-
ings. And as time passes other mining
centres will meet the same fate.

Mr, Lambert: Very much like that of
the I'rimmary Producers’ Association,

Mr. BROWK: That association is not
likely to go down, nor is the farmers’
party.

The Minister for Landa: .Just now you
expressed the wish that there were mo
parties,

AMr. BROWN: Kalgoorlie, too, is in a
dry area without an assured rainfall, and
when the mines peter out there will he
nething left but the pastoral industry.

Mr. T.ambert: It shows that you know
nothing whatever about it,

Mr. BROWN: What is the produce,
othér than mineral, of Kalgoorlie to-day?

Mr. Lambert: Why, anything can be
grown there.

Mr, BROWN: They are depending en-
tirely on the mines, What happened when
the Ivanhoe closed down? Hundreds were
thrown out of work, and the Premier him-
self went up and found work for them.
I am not finding fault with that, because
wa may yet have to ask him for work for
the unfortunate settlers they are going to
put off the land.

Mre. Lambert: At £1 a week, and keep
themsclves?

Mr. BROWN: Did you ever work on a
farm?

Mr. Thomson: No, he has too much
sense.

Mr. BROWN: We have hundreds of
miles of auriferons country and so,

probably, we shall some day discover new
goldfields. Therefore it is the duty of the
Government to see that the prospectora
get a fair deal.

Mr, Lambert: You de not mind their
getting crumbs from the cocky’s table?

Mr, BROWN: If it were not for the
¢ockies, hundreds of others wmmld kg
starving to-day. I listened carefully to
the remarks of members representing the
North-West. We have there a huge terri-
tory, and we all know that when sufficient
rain  falls in these tropiecal districts,
vegetation pgrows rapidly. XNo doubt
eventually we shall have to rely upon the
Nnrth-West for a large proportion of our
meat supply. We have been told that
there are in the North great possibilities
in respect of cotton growing. At Mill-
stream, in the extreme XNorth, millions of
gallons of water are going to waste, water
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that could well be used for irrigation.
That would bring enormous wealth to
Western Australia. Such places ought to
be fully exploited. We are told that
white men cannot live up North. I siand
for a White Australin. I am with the
Labour Party in that.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: They are with us
in that.

Mr. BROWN : Japan to-day is very
much ofended because America has re-
fused te accept any more Japanese as
settlers, I have been told by a man who
knows from experience that a whole
colony of Japanese settlers living together
will make a white settler’s life a misery,
until he is glad to get out and let them
buy his block, We do not want that in
Australia. We krow that thoupands of
Britishers would like to eome out to West-
ern Australia if they could get the chance,
and it is clear that we have plenty of
land in the North-West on which to settle
them. There are in the North many
magnificont rivers that eould be dammed
for the irrigating of milliong of acres, In
the Eastern States are to be found many
striking examples of the value of irriga-
tion. I know of one place where five and
six sheep per acre have been fattened
annually and sent down to the Melbourne
market. Think what that mearns to the
State ! Qur primary industries should be
most carefully fostered. T have had con-
siderable experience of the Agricultural
Bank and the Industries Assistance Board.
T pioneered as a boy in Victoria, and I
have pioneered also in Western Awvstralia.
I spent eight years as an inspector for the
Agricultural Bank. In the course of my
doty T valued large areas of land. Un-
questionably we must blame ourselves for
s0 many failures amongst the clients of
the Agricultural Bank. One of the first
conditions laid dewn by the bank is that
ita client must be within a certain dis-
tance of a railway. Beyond that distance
one cannot get a loan, The result was
that the original settlers were able to pick
out the eyes of the ecountry, and when the
new settlers came along they had to take
what remained. A lot of our sgettlers,
having no money, had to apply for assist-
ance from their first going or to the land.
Then they were asked to get produetion
in unfavourahle c¢onditions. They were
urged to pgrow wheat along the Great
Southern. To-day is is known that wheat-
growing on the Great Southern, except in
streaks and patches, is not payable, Btill,
those settlers had to try to farm wheat
on indifferent country, where at best they
could get only a few bushels per aerc.
They had not the means to keep sheep,
and the Agricultural Bank would not
advanaee monecy Zor the necessary wire.

Sitting suspended from 6.17 to 7.30 p.m.
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Mr. BROWN: Before tea I was apeak-
ing of the methods of the Agricultural
Bank. Probably a good many mistakes have
been made by over-valuing certain lands for
agricultural purposes. The land in this
State, and more particularly along the Great
Southern, is very patchy. One may ses
land on one side of a fence that is worth
little, while on the other side it may be
extra good for cereal growing. The mis-
take made was that men were put on the
poor land and it was impossible for them
to grow a payable ¢crop. In 1937 an in-
teresting instance came under my notice.
There were two poddocks three miles apart.
One man had 300 aeres cropped, 200 «
which was fallow and 100 searified. He ob-
tained 1,700 bags of wheat. The other man
had@ 300 acres all of which had been fal-
lowed, and he received only 360 bags o
wheat, Members may ask why.

Mr. Maley: What was the difference in
the value of the land.

Mr. BROWN: That is the point. One
Yock was suited for cereal growing and
the other was not. Yet the man on the un-
sujtable bloek had no alternative to farm-
ing the land that the Agrieultural Bank had
given him. He¢ was inexperienced at the
time, but eveninally he discovered to his
sorrow that the land was not adapted for
the cultivation he was earrying on. After
all these years, settlers in the Great South-
ern are finding out the methods that should
have been adopted from the first. The land
is admirable for grazing purposes, and far-
mers, instead of trying to grow wheat, are
sowing large areas of ocats. Artificial
grasses are becoming adapted to that part,
and the farmers are now sending large num-
bers of stock to market. In the Pingelly
district a man I know bhad 3,700 aeres of
ground. He erected silos and made ensilage
of his crop and the whole of his time is now
occupied in cultivating 1,700 acres. The
other 2,000 acres are for sale. This is what
the Pingelly distriet is most suited for, and
the same may be said of the country ex-
tending right down to Katanning. Fur-
ther out east there is a man who has never
put a plough into his land, and this is the
seventh year in which he has had an aver-
age return of 22 bushels to the aere. If
that system of farming were adopted in
certain other Qistricts, the return would he
nit, T was surprised to learm from the
IAB. that certain districts are classed as
‘‘gix-bushel average.”’ Tf that i= =0, how
can a man deeply indebted to the board be
expeeted to make his farming pay? I am
pleased to say there are few such areas in
my distriet, but they are scattered here and
there. FPailure is not alwaya due to the
fault of the man; the fault often is that
men have been placed on poor lamnd. The
Minister for Lands is the member of the
Cabinet to whom we must look to advance
the welfare of the State. T was grieved to
learn recently that about 400 clients of the
I.A.B. had been given notiee to either re-
duce their liabilities or go off their land.
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i learn that this matter has received the
consideration of the Government and that
it has been decided to treat every case on
its merits, These people will thus be given
another trial. This will always live in my
memory as one of the most graceful acts ot
the Labour Government.

Mr. Panton: [t is only typical of them.

Mr. BROWX: If the Government con-
tinwe in that way, the settlers under the
I.A.B, will have no ¢ause to complain of not
having been given a fair trial. The pre-
vious Government appointed three practieal
farmers in each distriet to inveatigate the
cases of LAB. farmers who were in diffi-
culties, 1f thege farmers, after careful ex-
amination, are of opinion that it is impos-
sible for a client of the board to make good,
the man zhould go off the land as soon as
poussible.

The Minister for Railways: They would
not turn down a member of the organisa-
tion, would they?

Mr. Thomson: Some of them have,

Mr., BROWN: The field inspector has
to be a judge of stock; he must understand
farming thoroughly and must have a know-
ledge of finance. 1f we could always get
such accomplished men as field inspeetfors,
it would be all right, They, however, have
the theoretical knowledge, but not the prac-
tical knowledge. An inspector goes to a
man who 5 in diffieulties and the man prob-
ably puts a proposition as to what he is
going to do and what he requires; but
the inspector eays, ‘‘No, we cannot agree
to that.”” The settler naturally hecomes
downhearted, becanse he eannot farm his
land aceording to his ideus of what is best.
Three practical men from the district in
conjunction with the field inmspeetor should
be able to say whether the settler is in 2
position to make good. In my electorate
arc men who atarted farming 10 or 15 years
after other settlers had taken up land cloge
to the Great Southern railway. They wen:
out to the eastern areas, and to-day they are
able to ride in their motor cars. The un-
fcrtunate settlers who were planked down
on poor land close to the Great Southern
are gfill in diffieulties. We are told that
the finances of the State are in a deplor-
able condition. We have a deficit of six
millions, and yet on top of that we are to
be asked to vote milliong more, I want to
know where the money is coming from. The
Government no doubt have ideas about rais-
ing moncy, and unless they do raise more
money it will be impossible to carry on de-
velopment work in the country. How can
we build railways if more momey is not
raised? How can we go on with develop-
ment work if fresh loans are not floated? T
understand the Government are likely to suh-
geribe to the Federal Loan Conneil. I the
Eastern States are going te diectate to us as
to when and how much we shall borrow, the
progress of this Btate will be greatly retar-
ded; and I can only regard such a proposal
as another link in the chain of unification,
This will never do for Western Australia.
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Qur entry into the Federation was the worst
thing that ever was dene. We are begin-
ning to find it out now, and if we permit
the Eastern States to dictate aa to our bor-
rowings, well, all I can say is, **God help
us.'’ A good many people are inclined to
blame S8ir James Mitchell for having in-
itinted the group settlements. I do not
blame him. I was much surprised to hear
the member for Guildford (Hon. W. D,
Johnson} say the ex-Premier had never done
one act to benefit the farmer or develop the
State. Will anyone tell ‘me that a man
imbued with the idea of bringing thousands
of people to Australis and settling them in
groups, was not trying to do something
for the State? The ex-Premier probahly
made a mistake, becausc thousands, and, in
fact, millions of money have been spent and
he lost sight of the virgin eountry where
men could have been settled and could have
obtained an immediate return. The Kal-
gorin district in the first year of scttlement
producéd 5,000 bags of wheat. What have
the group settlements produced? Nothing,
anid they will require to be speon-fed for a
good many years yet. Some of the groap
settlers will never make good. They have
been placed in groups and, owing to the
land being of a patchy nature, it is reason-
able to expect that a good many of them will
not have good land. In a decade or two 1
believe the group scttlements will prove a
blessing. There is always a market for
dairy produce and similar lines. We kunow
what we have to pay fer these conumolities
at present and those things ean be produced
in the South-West, One man who took up
land in the South-West withont assistance
informed me that he was able to produce
three erops a year from the one piece of land
and that he rceeived n return as high as
£80 per aere by growing rotation
crops. In his opinion linseed can be
grown well there. This is a splendid factor
in dairying. When fed to cows it returns
nitrogen to the seoil and greatly cnriches
the land. TIn the opinion of this seitler the
South-West will ultimately be the garden
of Australia. That is also my belief, Tn-
fortunately, however, we have not vet the
population we need for the necessary devel-
opment. When the people get going pro-
perly the question of marketing the produce
will have to be gone into, The loeal market,
which is the nnly one we have at presant,
would socon be flooded. If, however, ive
produced chietiy botter and bacon there
wold always be a ready sale for them.
No man ran go wrong if he grows wheat
aud wool and the other stable commodities,
®because there is a fixed world market for
these things. It would be to the interests
ot the State that we should first develop
those induostries that we kmow will pay. Tle
first thing I wish to refer to coneerning the
poelicy of the Government is State trading
concerns, We cannot gather from a perusal
of the returns whether they are paying or
not. hnt mv own opinion is they are lusing
badly. Take the Implement Works, for in-
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stanve. I understand they were established
with the object of directly benefiting the
man an the land, 1 cannot eee that they
bave fulilied their objeet,

The Minister for Railways: Yes, they
have,

Mr. BROWN: No. 1 will tell the House
how the farmers have heen deceived. I have
secn the billa.

Mr. Chesson: What would they be paying
for their implements to-day bnt for thowo
worka?

Mr. BROWN: T know a mon in the York
district who bought aa okl harvester ar a
sale. Ele had the wheels, the axle nnd part
of the frame. It was similur to a State
machipe, and be, therefore, asked the State
Implement Works to send him up some
parts, including a winnower. The parts
came up, und with them a hill for no less
a sum than €350, That iz how the warks
help the farmer.

Hon. X, W. Munsie: Did they sell him a
house ay well?

Mr. BROWN: Ne.

Hon. 8. W. XMunsie;
done so. .

Mr. Chesson: What was the bill forf

Mr. BROWN: For the parts. This farmer
found out afterwords that the parts were
useless. He asked the works to take them
back, and they replied that they eould nat
do so. They finally agreed to take them
back, and the farmer lost £75 over the deal.
He wasg glad to get out of it at that figure.

The Minister for Railways: He conld
have got a new machine for less than that.

Mr. BROWN: The implementa turned ouf
hy the State are not of the same quality as
those that come from the Eastern States.

Licot.-Col. Denton: They are.

Mr. BROWN: No. Na farmer will take
a Btate harvester if he ean get another.
They are not turning out one piece of
machinery that the farmer would take if
he could get anything else.

Mr. Corhoy: I Enow many farmers who
take State implements in preference to
others.

Mr. BROWN: But rnder what eonditions
are they taking them?

Mr. Corboy: They ean buy in any other
market they like,

Mr. BROWXN: T am glad to hear that.
There is no doubt that the works are not
tnrging out machines as good as they ought
to do.

Hon. 8, W, Munsie: They make the best
plongh on the market.

Alr. BROWX: XNo.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. BROWN: Probably if the works em-
ploy good mechanies they may he able to
turn out mocd machinery. OFf what use are
the works to the farmer or the State, secing
that thev are heing run at a loss?

Mr. Panton: What would happen to the
farmers but for the faet that the works are
policing the implement industry?

Licut.-Col. Denton: We are law-abiding
eitizens; we o not need policing.

They must hove
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Mr, BROWNX;
hotels,

Mr. Papton: That is the stuff,

Mr. BROWN: I can see no use for State
hotels. Has any Ftate hotel assisted in the
development of the distriet in whieh it has
been established?

Hon, . W. Munsie: Yes, at times.

Mr. BROWN: If left alone, private en-
terprise wonld soon have supplied the want,
if it existed. The Government pick out the
eyes of every town, and establish a hetel
wherever money is to be made. They are
trading on booze. Is that Qesirable?

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Would any private
jndividual have erected o botel at Corrigin
or Kwallyin?

Mr. BROWXN: One can get nvo better
accommodation at the State hotel than in
any other hotrl,

My, Corboy: And you do not pay more.

Mr. BROWXN: There is a tendcney at
State hotels to put ag many beda as pos-
sible into one room.

Mr. Corboy: Of course that sort of thing
does not oceur in a private hotel

Mr. BROWXN: T will tel! the House what
happened to me at a State hotel, I asked
for a bed, and was told there was only one
left. Behind me there was a man with his
wife and child who alzsp wanted accommo-
dation, but they were told there was no bed
for them, and no effort was made to put
them up. They were told they could get
beds wherever they liked. However, I went
to my room. I discovered in one bed a man
almost ou the verge of D.Ts., and in an-
other bed a man who seemed, from his con-
dition, to be on the point of dying. Nem-
bers may imagine what I had to put up
with that night.

The Minister for Railways: Did you look
under the hed?

Mr. BROWN: That kind of thing has
never occurred to me in a private hotel.
One sces men hanging around State hotels,
spending every shilling they have, making
no attempt at thrift, and in their old age -
they will have to go to the Old Men’s
Home and be kept by the State. Other men
who aree thrifty and deny themselves are
the very people who will have to assist
in the support of these spendthrifts. On
behalf of all conscientious objectors I claim
that the State should not enter into this
realm of commerce. T am not & prohibi-
tionist hy any means, bat in a1l honesty
I claim that the State ghould never have
ventured into this business, We thought
when the State Sawmills were established
that we would get cheaper timber. That
has not proved to he the ecase.

Mr. Corboy: The late Government joined
the monopnly. That is why you eanuot get
cheap timber.

Mr. BROWN: If that is se, T hope the
present Government will very quickly wreck
the monopoly.

Mr., €orboy: We have done so.

I will now refer to State
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Mr. BROWXN: T have been buying from
the State Sawmills, and have to pay ba.
a bundred feet mors for my timber sinee
the Labaour Government have eome into
office. That is how they have wrecked the
monopoly. In my trade as o wagon builder
I find it impossiblé to build wagons. I will
show the House how some of opr (overn-
ment institutions patronise local industry.
I kpow of one department that ealled for
tenders for certain articles that arc made
by the State. Tt wished the loeal producers
to cat each other’s throats so that it might
ascertain how cheaply it conld procure those
articles, XNo doubt the State Implement
Works jut in a tender, but it will be fonnd
that they do not make any of these vehirles,
TUnder the present system of working it is
impossible for them to do so. Of what use
are the State Tmplement Works to the man
on the land? Probably they go in for other
ventures, of which I know mnothing. Any
nman ean compete against the State in the
building of wagons. TIf that were all the
competition we had to face we wonld have
nothing to fear. The State cannot turn out
a2 wagon as cheaply or ag well as ean a pri-
vate firm. If the State Implement Works
and the Sawmills are working at s loss,
of what use are they to the State?

The XMinister for Railwavs: Have you
looked at the balanee sheets?

Mr., BROWXN: Thousands of pounds of
beauntiful timber are allowed to pgo up in
smoke every year.

Mr, Wilgon: That is a reflection on the
Conservator of Forests.

Mr. BROWN: If that timber were sold
at reasonable rates it could be used for
shed construetion or other useful purposes,
if it were known to be available. As things
are, however, it is all wasted.

Mr. Wilson: That is not so.

Mr. BROWN: The member for Pilbara
{Mr, Lamond) advocated the establishment
of State stores. Where are we going to
draw the linet

The Minister for Railways: We should
always do what we ean to prevent the people
being robbed.

Mr. Stubbs: T will sell my store at a
ressonable price.

Mr. BROWN: He gave as instances of
what priees were charged at Marble Bar,
and compared them with the prices in
Perth. He said nothing about the freight
to Marhle Bar, or the book debts the atore-
kecpers 1iled up there. The State will soon
find out what will happen if they start oot
in this business.

Mr. Chesson: What about the prices that
are charged the prospector out back for ex-
plogives?

Mr. RROWN: The member for Menzies
(Mr. Panton) compared the charges made
unon explosives with those made upon
super. How many train loads would it
take to carry all the explosives that are
need in one year, and how many to bring
back the produet thereoft A motor ear
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could carry the lot. Superphosphate is the
mainstay of the man on the land.

My, Panton: The more you earry on the
railways the more you lose.

Mr. BROWN: See what we get baek, in
an indireet way through carrying super
over the railways! It is a means of bring-
ing many thousands of pounds worth of
extrn ireight to the railway system. There
is no Dletter policy a Government could
adopt for the cneouragement of the agri-
cultural industry than the carriage of super
at a low rate.

Mr. Corboy: Why do yon object to
fraeture being earried at a low rate?

Mr. Panten: The more train loads of
super you run the greater is the loss.

My, BROWN: The railways arrange to
carry gooids at a cheaper rate during ecer-
tain portione of the year for the sake of ilie
back loading.

Mr. Panton: We are only asking for tke
same eoncession for the mining industry.

Mr. BROWN: The farming industry
will he still in existence when there is no
longer any mining. Our railways, it is said,
are not payving. Probably they do pay
during certain months of the year. How-
ever, the only way we can make our rail
ways pay is by eneouraging prodaction,

Mr. XNorth: Last year the railways
showed a profit.

Mr. BROWN: If it were not for the
products grown by the farmer, the railways
wonld be ‘‘bung.’’

My, Chessow: The wool and stock from
the Murchison make the railways pay.

Mr. BROWXN: These things are ali
agricultural products, For my part I ven-
ture to say that more is being sent away
now from Pingelly, iz morey value, ihan
ever hefore.

The Minister for Railways:
the mainstay of the railways.

Mr. BROWXN: 7Yes, and very often the
freight on the timber costs more than the
timber itself costs to produce. Railway
rates shonld be redueed. At all eventa, I
hope the rates on farm produets will not be
raised. ¥ turn now to the policy of 1he
Government. One of the first things Min-
isters did was to introduee the 44-hour
weak. T can only econclude that that was a
party move. Ministers know the thing fs
oot as it ought to be. I do not blame them
for the faet that, in order to get votes,
they promised om the hustings o universal
44-hour week. 1 am open to he corrected,
bit T believe the 44-hour week om the rail-
ways has to ba done in five and a-half days.
That is a2 thing T know the workers do not
want. They want to work the 44 hours in
five days, and go away and earn 103, from
a farmer on the other day.

Ministerial Members: Oh!

Mr. BROWN: The railway employeesa
are very hard-working men, hut ounly dur-
ing four months of the year have those
msn the opportunity to work to their- full
capacity. They are now reeceiving 48 hours”
pay for 4% hours’ work. Later in the year,

Timber is
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however, they will be working 48 hours and
mora, and they will be working the extra
hours at overtime rates. That is where the
shoe will pineh, and the country will suffer.
We all ought to realise that a fair day’s
pay is worth a fair day’s work,

Mr. Panton: A novel observation.

Mr. BROWN: Recently I saw two imen
painting 2 lamp post. Having no other
lamp post to go to, they made that one
amp post last half a day. :

Mr. Corhoy: That was due not to short-
age of men but to shortage of lamp posts.
Where is that lamp post?

Mr. BROWN: Not very far from where
I Jive., T know, hecause on that day T was
working slow myself. The cost of living ia
a very serious problem. At present I have
to boy everything I use in my household:
but for 20 vears, living or a farm, T had
my own meat and gristed my own flour and
had my own butter and eggs, and o Torth.
But now that I live in town T have to huy
everything T use; and I say straight out
that a man living in town cannoot keep a
family on less than £5 a week.

Mr, Panton: You are supporting the
basic wage.

Mr. BROWN: How c¢an we decrease the
cost of livingt Only by encouraging pro-
duction as muweh as posgible, Let the
people in the South-West grow all tha
potatoes and onions they possibly ean. Tha
old law of supply and demand will come
in. Prices will rule according to whether
the demand is not equal to the supply, or
the supply not equal! to the demand. The
farmer should be encouraged to grow all
the wheat and stock possible.

Mr. Corboy: If 63. a husbel will not en-
eourage the farmer, what will?

Mr. Latham: Where does the farmer
get 6a.1

Mr. Corboy: That is the price to-day.

Mr. BROWN: The priee of wheat cer-
tainly has gone up, and the first ery in the
town was. ‘‘We want State flour mills snd
State bakeries.’”? Surely townspeople do
not grudge the farmer his little inereuse.
The average return of whea}. for the State,
according to the member for Toodyay
{Mr. Lindsay), is only 11.14 bushels. Some
of the farmers got only 6 or 8 bushels last
season.

The Minigter for Lands: Your argument
does not apply to the potato grower, be-
canse when too many potatoes are grown
the price falls and the grower goes short.

Alr. BROWN: We have lands which will
grow potatoes splendidly. At Kendenup,
for which I hope the Government will do
something even though the property iz in
the hands of the debenture holders, there are
still 60 people growing products of the kind
required to reduce the cost of living. Those
Kendenup settlers ean grow splendid pro-
ducts, and the Kendenup dehydrator, the
only plant of its kind in Western Australia
or perhaps in Australia, will enable those
products to he carried even to the North-
West—aneh things as potatoes, carrots, and
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turnips. The dehydrator can cope with all
the output of Kendenup, and that of ad-
Joining group settlers as well. In the in-
terests ot the country the Kendenup settlers
should be kept there and the land bougbt
from the dehenture holders at a reasonable
price.

The Minister for Lands:
point.

Mr, BROWX : The Kendenuy settlers are
quite willing to accept 300 or #00 acres and
put them under dairving and intense cul-
ture, They are positive they ean make a
fair living at Kendenup in that way, Men
who pnt money into Kendenup are now
wheeling muck in barrows. Surely they are
good men whom we ought to keep in West-
ern Austealia!  Therefore the Government
should either purehase Kendenup or arrange
for the continued working of the property.

Mr. Clydesdale: The late (overnment
could not ly Kendenup,

Mr, Chesson: Kendenup was a gamble.

Afr. BROWN: You said yon were a gam-
bler, because mining iv 1 gamble,

Mr. SPEAKER: I must request a cessa-
tion of interruptions, and the hon. membet
must addreas the Chair.

Mr. BROWXN: Going on the land is not
a gamble but a life of privation ungil
sich time as the settler makes a living, We
must look to the man on the land to pull
this State out of the mire. For that reason
T earnestly plead to the Government that
they give the man on the land all possible
consideration. T promise to give the present
Government all the support in my power.
T realise that Ministers are actuated by the
best intentions. Their actions up to dote
have proved conglusively that the Adminis-
tration is not untagonistic to the man on
the land.

Ministerial Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. BROWXN: I have considered myself
justified in voiciug my opinions o coit ..
subjeets, T hope that as time goes on Min-
isters will realise the force of my advice
to them: ‘“‘Do all you possitly can to ad-
vance our primary indusiries,'’

That is the

Mr. CORBOY ({Yilgarn) [8.13]: ‘The
most pressing matter for the consideration
of the Government and of this House
is the State’s financial position, be-
cause that position mmst inevitably
affect every activity of government, and
even to some extent cause modifications of
the Government’s programme and their de-
sires,.  Our finaneial position is sneh ==
must occasion prave concern to pll whe have
the interests of the State at heart. T was
somewhat dicappointed to learn during this
debate that our loan possibilitiez are to be
limited by the Commonwealth. While T
agree as to its being undesirable that the
Federal authorities shorld take control of
our activities as they do, and are endcavour-
ing to do in many directions, and while T
agree that it i+ undesirable the Common-
wealth should interfere with Western Aus-
tralia’s sovereign rights, I regret that
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the fact of interference by the Common-
wealth should have given rige fo complaints
that Western Australia's difficulties are ow-
ing to Federation. It is a complete error
to blame Federation for all our difficulties.
In my opinion even those things which are
a handicup because of Federation are at
any rate no worse than other handicaps
from which we would have suffered bhad we
not joined the Federation.

Mr. Thomson: That is a
opinion.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course.
stated represents my opinion,

Mr. Thomson: You will have great diffi-
eulty in convincing the people.

Mr. CORBOY: Qur financial difficulties
are doe at least as much to faults of our
own as to faults of the Federation. We
must look to ourselves to remedy the posi-
tion., To our own efforts must we look to
get vs out of our present difficulties. Now
I desire to make a brief reference to unem-
ployment, I sail that possibly our financial
position might cause the Government to re-
frain frow doiny things they would like to do.
T am not in the confidenee of Cabinet any
niore than are members opposite, but when
the wewber for Swan (Mr. Sampson)
stated, as he did last night, that the Mit-
chell Government handed over the State to
the Labour Government free from unnem-
ployment, he was, te say the least of it,
under a wrong impression.

Mr. Latham: No one could de that.

Mr, CORBOY: Of course not. The un-
employment this winter iz just as great as
during any other winter. kt iz a seasonal
difficulty that we experienve each year.

Mr. Thomson: It is the same in other
States too.

My, CORBQY: When the member for
Swan asserted that the late Government had
handed over the State fre from unemploy-
ment, he mis-stated the position. Every day
[ receive requests from married men for in-
formation as to wherc they may have a
chance of getting a job. Many thoroughly
deserving cases have been brought under my
notice. Many single men apply to me as
well, but I always advise them to get out
of the city and endeavour to find work in
the conntry. Every member knows that that
has been the position for several months
past,

Mr. Richardson:
of work now.

sMr. CORBOY : Of course there are.
Members must be aware of the fact. T can
ace in the attitude of the memher for Swan
and from the tenor of paragraphs published
in one or twao violentlvr anti-Labour papers,
the beginninga of an attack to he made on
the Labour Government later on.

Mr. Latham: T did not know any such
napers existed here.

Mr. CORBOY: There are one or two. T
thought from the apeech of the hon. member
that he must have read the publications I
refer tn.

Mr. Holman:
Producer’’ only.

matter of

What | have

There are hundreds ont

He reads the ‘‘Primary
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Mr, Latham: Not now.

The Minister for Lands: Then you are
meking a mistake. It is the most informa-
tive paper that is published.

Mr, CORBOY: For the first time sinee 1
have been in this Chamber, I must disagree
with the hon. member. He quite forgets
our own organ, the '‘Worker.""

The Minister for Lands: It does not give
the information that I want,

Mr. CORBOY: I know the ‘*Worker'"
does not deal with those problems that con-
front the Minister at present. Howcver, I
can jwlge what is happening. They are
working up to the point when, later onm,
these newspapers and perhaps members like
the ex-{olonial Becretary will say that the
Labour Government, with their Utepian pro-
posals and their policy of helping the bot-
tom dog, have brought about chaos and un-
employmnent.

lr. Thomseon:
cigm,

Mr. CORBOY: We do not resent fair
eriticism but we do object to deliberate mis-
statements of facts. We do object to mem-
bers like the member for Swan saying there
was no unemployment when the DMitchell
Government went out of office. In two or
three years’ time he will probably make
that statement and say that Labour, owing
to its policy, reduced the HState to a hope-
less position and the workers to a condition
of starvation. Such tactics are grossly un-
fair, While we can expect narrow-minded
people, who write articles in the Press with-
out a full knowledge of the facts, to adopt
that attitude, we do not expect members of
this Chamber, who are in a position to know
better, to do so.

Mr. Latham: Of course we get more un-
empioyment during winter time. Generally
speaking, however, there i3 not mueh unem-
ployment.

Mr. CORBOY: I have admitted that the
unemployment at present is largely seusonal.
Of course we did have an exceptional year,
when that did not apply. I believe we built
& tramline to Como and so relieved the diffi-
colty that year.

Mr. Clydesdale: Quite right, teo. We
want six more tramways.

Mr. CORBOY: So long as I get the one
[ want, T shall be satisfied. Tt is obvious
that the best way to relieve the State from
its financial troubles, and ease the stagger-
ing load that is borne by the people, is to
increase the population, and in that way
increase produoction. The more shoulders
brought here to assist in carrying the bur-
den, the more promptly will oar production
for export overseas be fostered. Buoch a
course is mecessary for effectively dealing
with our financial problems. The Govern-
ment realise it is essential to secure an in-
erense in the popolation, with a view to
dealing with this difficulty. At present we
are bampered in many direetions because
of the heavy taxation mecessary to meet our
ecommitments. As with the individual se it
ia with our indvstries, which cannot be ex-
panded as we degire. Tnstead of money

You must expect criti-
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Leing expended on the establishment of in-
Jdustries or in the extension of existing ones,
it has to go into the Treasury to meet the
interest bill. The texation of Weatern Aus-
tralia com})ares vofavourably with taxation
in most of the other States. But it must
necesaarily be high hecause there are so few
irilividuals here to produce wealth to lighten
our burdens. Again, it is obvious that one
of the most useful ways in which production
van be inereased is by land settlement and
an inerease in primary production.

Mr. Thonson: Provided that marketing
fucilities are available.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so.  The hest
tacilitics cxist for the marketing of wheat,
woul and products of that description. The
difficulty will be in the futare, when we
have to market the products from the group
settlements. The question arises as to how
we are to achieve the necessary inereasc in
yrimary produetion. This question hpa given
me a good deal of concern, We invite people
to como here and go on the land. The best
proposition is undoubtedly that to be found
in the wheat and wool country hecause the
settler secures returns so promptiy, thus
adding to the wealth of the State as a whole,
We find, however, that the Land Boards
have been sitting every year and bave
been besieged by applicants anxious to
get on the land. Tn my own electorate
where the advances available f{rom the
Apgriculteral Bank are tinvy compared with
those available elsewhere, there have been
from 80 to 100 applicants for a single
hlock, Yeaterday an instance came
nnder my notice of a father who had
taken his three sons to a block at Newde-
gate, He could get the one block only for
his family. One of the lads has sines mar-
ried and he desired to get a block in the
Newdegate area as well. Since he was
married three blocks there bave been made
available. He applied for each one but
failed each time hecause mo fewer than 50
applicants sought the blocks, and one of the
applicants in each instance had a batter
claim to it than he had, That men would
wake an ideal settler. He is of fine physique
and a smart intellectual young fellow. He
finds it impossible, however, to obiain a
block where he wants it. T know of other
men who lhave been gimilarly unfortunate.
Some have gone on month after month ap-
plying for block after block and them, Ye-
eoming discouraged by repeated failures,
have given up their attempts. That dis-
¢loses a serious position. Tf it means any-
thing it means that we are land hongry.

The Minister for Lande: That is, near
railways.

Mr. CORBOY: I am taiking only of land
within a reasonable distance of railways.
Tt means that the diffieulty of providing
land is one that will have to be tackled
with determination, Tt is for this reason
that T welecome the proposed introduetion
of a Closer Settlement Bill to enable the
Government to seeure land adjacent to rail-
ways bat not adeqoately otilised. I also
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wolcome the proposed tax on unimproved
land values. That is the only scientifie
method evolved so far to force land into
productivity, It is high time such messures
were introduced. In the splendid address
by the member for West Perth (Mr. Dary)
last night we had a reference to the exten-
sion of the pastoral lenseas to 1948, That
extension was a matter for great regret, for
had thosc leases been allowed to fall due
in 1928, as originally intended, it wounld
bave been possible to have subdivided the
North and North-West in guch a way as to
put ten times the white population into that
territory, by giving the people who would
go up there smaller holdings than those of
to-day, with proper water facilities on each.
Unfortunately for the State this chance to
inereage the population in the North and at
the same time materially increase ita pro-
doetion, has been postponed for 20 years.
Without imputing motives to anybody, I
say it was the greatest possible shame that
those leages should have been extended to
the present lesmees. But for that, after
1928 we should have had up there a pope-
lation that would have made the North a
good deal safer than it is to-day in point
of defence, and more nearly in consonance
with our ideal of a white Australia. I be-
lieve the gromp settlement plan offers, at
all events one of very few practical methode
of developing our South-West. I do not
propose to deal at any length with the
groups, for T am not very well acquainted
with the work actually dome upou them;
but T should like to refer to the cost and
methed of clearing. The member for Guild-
ford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) had something
to say the other night about the clearing.
He talked of ringbarking and burning the
undergrowth over a succession of years, and
eventually burning out the big dead timber
after five or seven years. As agninst his
statement that the South-West was scur and
would not grow anything unless it were
clearcd in the manner deseribed, let me say
that I have seen .down there magnificent
crops of subterranean clover growing right
up to the buits of big trees; and, strangely
enough, the clover was thicker and stronger
close to thoee trees tham out in the open
clearing. TIn regard to possibly the first
50 groups, a mistake was made hy clearing
on a face. Possibly later on, because of
that mistake, we shall have to give con-
sideration to the flnancial position of thosa
settlers. The Royal Commission on Soldier
Settlement tock evidence from men quali-
fied to express an opinion on the South-
West, Practically all of them apgreed that
the South-West could be prefitably and
quickly brought into production by taking
out all the trees up to 18 inches diameter,
ring-barking all over that size, and sowing
subterranean clover in the fields eleared i
that way, ]e.':w'inil the big timber to be
taker out as it died and opportunity oe-
curred. It hae been demonstrated that fields
cleared in that manner will successfully
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carry large numbers of stock. 1 understand
that after the initiation of the first 50
groups that method was adopted on group
settlements. T belicve it holds out much
greater chances of success for those groups
and that, if murkets are available, it will
enable the scitlers to carry throvgh to a
succegsful issne the adventure upon which
they are embarked. We are importing
enormous quantities of dairy produce annu-
ally, and it will require all the energics of
the group settlers for some time to come to
supply our home market. After that is
done, they can think of exporting overseas,
when it will be neeessary to go into the
question of markets and warketing faeili.
ties. I have come to the conclusion that
the late Administration, while apparently
capable of devising a way to put this
scheme into opvration, were not ecompetent
to direct the dejartmental officers in the
minor details of administration that means
80 much to individval settlers. Now that
some of the groups have been in existenee
for two years and the settlers thereon should
Fe going out on their own responsibility, we
hear of all sorts of difficulties to be over-
come. Sufficient cows, we are told, are not
avajlable, some thousands being required
for the group settlers.

The Minister for Lands: We can get
them all right.

Mr, CORBOY: Efforts are being made
to obtain them, but I think 1 am right in
saying that no provision had been made
to meet that position when it arese. In
2 big scheme things like that are likely to
lead to disaster. I hope the new Minister
has found it possible to rectify many of
those minor details which, as T say, fre.
quently mean to the settler all the differ-
cnce between success and failure. As for
general farming, we have to loak around
to find where we can place settlers. Here
T am going to be a little parochial, as
indeed every speaker save the member for
West Perth (Mvr. Davy), has been.

The Minister for Lands: Ile had nothing
to be paroehial abont,

Mr. CORBOY: Neo, he is the only mom-
ber whose constituents have not a griev-
anee. Let us hope that in thres yonrs’
time they still will have no grievance, at
all eveuts not ugainst him. 1 eould hand
over to him a whele eartload of griavan:es
from Yilgarn, and it would surpass even
his undoubted ahility to do everything
that some people require in an electorate
such ay mine, Tndeed, in an eiectorate
that for some years has been going down,
it s diffeult to maintain optimism
amongst the electors. Moreover, it is ex-
tremely dificult to indure a Government
ta look with favour upon projects in such
an electorate. When a mining distriet is
depreciating it should be our endeavour
to do what we were told to-night was done
in Ballarat, naniely find some other means
of providing for the population, so that
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they remain in the district instead of
flonding the already congested capital city.
[n the Yilgarn electorate for somo 18
months we have liad a modified form of
land settlement poliey. After years oy
agitation we have at last secured the
partial endorsement of the Agricaltvral
Bank trustees of the district as a farraiag
proposition. There is no doubt whatevar
abont the eventual suceess of farming
operations in that district. One man
there, Mr. Forrester, whoae homestead can
be reached on foot in 10 minuies from the
Southern Cross railway station, has
cropped an average of 1,000 acres, has
3,000 acres cleared, has mot merely built
vp a competence, but has equipped himself
with gome of the luxuries of life, ahd will
this vear reap his 20th consecutive har-
vest. Yet he started with nothing, and
has accomplished all this without the
assistance of the Agricultural Bank. If
it Le possible for Mr. Forrester im those
circumstances to grow wheat sucerssfully
on so large a scale, surely it is possiblc
for other settlers to do the same with the
asgistance of the Apricultural Bank.
There we have a huge area of magnificent
country lying alongside constructed rail-
ways and with an available water supply.
Farming operations have been succeas-
fully carried on for 20 years, and the dis-
trict is awaiting merely a litfle more
wgenerous Covernment assistance to send
it ahead by leaps and bounds. Eightcen
months or twn years ago the whole of the
distriet was surveyed inte farms. Almost
all the blocks have been taken up, but un-
fortunately many of them are mot being
developed, the settlers not residing on
their bloeks,

The Minister for Lands: How long have
they been away!?

Mr. CORBOY: Some of them have never
lived on their blocks.

The Minister for Lands:
should be forfeited,

Mr. CORBOY: I believe the provision
in the Act for forfeiture i8 a very good
one; but befure forfeiting, the Govern-
ment shapld give the intending settlers a
reasonable opportunity for vroving the
value of their blocks.

The Minister for Lapds: But that would
have to be done with Government money.

AMr. CORBOY: Yes, just as on the group
settlements.

The Minister fur Lands: They are under
special arrangements.

AMr, CORBOY: The Minister will agree
that even those special arrangements leave
the greater portion of the burden om our
shoulders,

The Minister for Lapds: We hope not.

Mr. CORBOY: In the Yilgarn district
the Agricultnral Bank ig offering only 50
per cent. of the valpe of improvements
consisting of clearing, fencing, and water

Then they



230

congervation, It is impossible for the
scttlers to make goed on such a basis, It
is obvious that a man possessed of suffi-
rignt capital to carry throngh on that
basis would go to a distriet where he
could get a farm already stocked and
equipped.

Mr. Angelo: You
started with nothing,

Mr. CORBOY: Quite so, but when he
‘*went broke’’ he had to take a job on
wages and then go on with the game again.
Forrester to-day owns a motor ear, has his
owp electric light plant, clectric washing
machine, electric iron and all the conveni-
ences to be found in a modern metro-
politan home,

Mr. Algelo: He started with nothing,
and the others you say are getting 50 per
vent.

Mr. CORBOY: But TForrester had the
ndvantage of the goldfields market; he
was Lhe farmer nearest to it. That ad-
vantage is not available to the present
settlers. Even if it were, there would be
many more to share it.

Mr. Mann: Did not Forrester have dry
farning experience in South Australin
before coming here?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. The question of
dry farming methods ia worthy of con-
sideration. If is obvious that the line of
our agricultural area ia going to be pushed
further and further east aa our knowledge
of handling the country in the so-called
dry areas increases, We can all remember
that Governments in the past were
charged with insanity for having settled
people zo far ecast as Kellerberrin aund
such like places, whieh to-day are recog-
nised as absolutely safe districts, I dare-
suy one would be correct in-stating that,
with the knowledge available 20 years
ago, sctilement out there would have been
unsafe, but with the knowledge since
gained it is to-day an assured district.
With the knowledge we bave to-day, I
believe it is possible for a man without
auy eapital worth meationing to make a
success of farming in the Yilgarn area.
That eould be done by the adoptiion of the
Wimmera methods.

The Minister for Lands:
2,000 acres and with sheep.

Mr. CORBOY: Eighteen months or two
years ago when that country was being
surveyed, T did my utmost to induce the Gov-
ernment to vut it up into 2,000-aere blocks,
s0 that 2 man could go in for sheep as well
as ecrops, The Government insisted upon
blocks of 1,000 acres. I pleaded with them
to increase the size to 1,500 acres, but un-
successfully. These 1,000-acre blocks were
taken up, and now it is a case of ‘'squeeze
out your neighbour.’’ Even if wheat grow-
ing should prove a failure, it is magnificent
sheep country, and I believe there is un-
doubted success ahead of those settlers,
provided they are given proper assistance.

said Mr., Forrester

On a.i'eas of
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I asked the late Government to send Mr,
Sutton to leeture to the settlers on the Wim-
mera methods and the then Minister for
Agrienlture promised that it would be done.
Unfortunately, the promise was not kept.
My, Sutton is going through the district
shortly te talk to the settlers on the best
methods to be adopfed, and I hope consider-
able good will result. This year about 2,500
acres of wheat has been sown in that dis-
triet on virgin land cleared during the last
18 months. I am hopeful that the results
will be such that it will Le impossible for
the Government not to grani the assistance
desired, and that the produetion will be so
convineing that it will be upnecessary for
us to advance any other argument. Accord-
ing to the statisticy for the last 17 years the
Builfineh area has a rainfall of over 13
inches, while in the Southern Cross area the
average during the same period bhas been
over 11 inches. Practical farmerg in this
House will agree that with such a rainfall
- -suficient of which falls in the growing
seagon—and- the adoption of proper farm-
ing methods, it should be possible for sei-
tlers combining stoek raising with wheat
growing to make a sueccess of their hold-
ings. 1t has become a habit on the Ad-
dress-in-reply to prefer requests on behalf
of one’s own district. There is a proposi-
tion that I would commend to the earnest
consideration of the Government. It was
lrought under the notice of the late Gov-
ernment, bot unfortunately without favour-
able result. When we could not get more
than 50 per cent. advanee for the im-
provements I have mentioned, we requeste.
a full 100 per cent. advance for clearing
the first 230 or 300 acres, so that it would
he possible for a settler to clear sufficient
country to get in a decent erop and assist
him to earry on with the 50 per ceat. ad-
vance afterwards.

Mr. Latham: Would not a statutory
hoard control that$

Mr., CORBOY: Yes, but it should h
possible, in the pecaliar circumstances ex-
isting, for Government policy to have some
effact. .

Mr. E, B. Johnston: The Government
have given the bank a guarantee in some
instances.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister for Lands
is one ot the mest cautious men in the
House. He was in this distriet with the
ex-Premider and mwe, and be will remember
that the locomotive was unable to pull a
very small train, consisting of a coach aml
foar trucks, up an easy incline beeause ot
the thickness of the grass overgrowing the
railway line. This goes to show the possi-
hilities of the district for sheep raising pur-

pesws. I hope something will be done
to relieve the position of these set-
tlers, If  they are granted the foll

measure  of  assistanee for the first 250
or 300 acres of clearing and thereafter the
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A0 per ernt, advance, they will have a sport-
ing ¢hanee of suicess. | commend to the
dnuert  celsideration of the Government,
wu.n ti.e pilway policy for the agricultural
arees north ot the goldfields line is being
thisenssed, the advisableness of again hav-
ing clissified the eguntry lying between Ben-
en-bi. and Bullfinch, [ have been through
a vonsideruble part of that country towards
Beneubbin from Bullfineh, and every inch
of the way we were in the same beit or
uiagnificent  forest country that prevails
aronnd Bullfineh itself,

The Minister for Lands:
list of all the applications.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 am not pressing for
the immediate building of the Bencubbin-
Bnllinck line.  We have pot yet got the
Narrogin-Dwarda railway, so we cannot ex-
peet to pet the Bencubbin-Bullfinch line.

The Minister for Lands: In that area
there is Jamd on which we could operate,
but nct so in the other distriet,

Mr., CORBOY: The State is land hun-
gry. Uive us a sporting chance to prove
what the Bencubbin-Bullfineh counntry is
worth! If its usefulness be demonstrated
to the satisfaction of the Goverament, the
advisablencss of linking up the two dead
ends, and thus making available a new area
tor zeitlement, could be sericusly considered.

Mr. Angelo: ‘Thirteen hundred miles of
railway has alrcady been asked for.

Mr. CORBOY: 1 am fairly young, but
I nm afraid T shall never live to see the
completion of the railway programme out-
lined during this debate.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Remember whal
wns done between 1911 and 1915.

Mr, CORBOY: | remember the railway
building programme, which was put into
cperation by the previous Labour Govorn-
ment. [t justifics even the Narrogin-
Dwarda poople in being optimistic. They
may get their railway during the next three
years.

The Minister for Lands: Aloney was ob-
tninable at 31; per cent. in 1911, whereas
uow it costs 6 per cent.

Ar. CORBOY: Of course the money mar-
ket must influence the position, but when
onc is pleading for a little consideration for
these distriets, there are many aspects that
should be borne in mind. We have a min-
ing popuiation at Bullfinch and the bulik of
the men would make ideal settlers. They are
acenstomed to the elimate; they bave lived
there for years, and are anxious to adopt
the avoration of farming, which is less dan-
werons to bealth than is mining. After all,
1 am asking for an amount that is very
tiny indeel when one remembers the enmor-
mons  expemnditnre involved in the grouwp
arcas of the South-West, What are we do-
ing ut present! We are taking men, who
have lived 20 years on the goldfields, away
from a ¢limate to which they are aeeus-
trmed anfi one with a comparatively small
rainfall and Adumping them away down in
the South-West, where half of them in the

I have made a
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winter will think they are going to be
drowned.

Mr. Witherd:  They will Le rejuvenated.

Mr. (GULBOY:  Perhops s0, but with
mer whose Lealth has been affected by long
terviod  of cmployment umderground, it
wonld be muech better to give them
healthy ovcupation in the climate to which
toey are accustomed 1ather than transfer
them to & c¢limate that must prove some-
what drastic. Land is available in large
arcas in the Buollfineh distriet, and the
vapital required would Le swall compared
vwith the enormous cost of the group settic
ments in the Southi-West. It has bevome
popular during this debate to press for tie
ecoustruction of railways. Regarding the
Newdegate area the Gavermment have to
faee one of two problems. They have
cither to build the railway to Newdeyute,
or find a sum of money that will egnal the
eost of the railway to finanee the stacking
of wheat and other produce raised in the
distriet. I bave some statisties from the
Newdegate arca and they mnke impressive
reading, Newdegnte s a  comparatively
new scttlement and it is in some respreis
unique in the history of the State. It is
unique in the sense that out of 160 acttlers
there are eunly (wo who are not on their
blocks. Thc seftlera Fave done an cenor-
mous amount of development work, and
this ycar have gone in for cropping on a
seale thiat is going to creute a very serinns
prablem  for the Government if railway
facilitics be not provided. The statisties
to which I refer were compiled at consider-
able cost hv the Newdegate Progress Ae-
seriation, who cwployed a eensrs-tnker to
visit each farm. The ares under erop tiis
venr i3 13,800 acres. I that area returns
no more than the average for the State, it
will mean the production of 6,000 bags of
wheat., It is claimed by the Newdegate
settlers, who may he optimistie, that they
will produce at least one, twa or three
hushels per acre over the State average.

Mr. E. B. Jolmston: Over 50,000 haga.

Mr. Kennedy: Forty-five thousand.

Mr, CORBOY: Contracts are in oxist-
enee for the clearing of land for nse next
suaran that will mean the provizion of an
arca of no less than 33,650 acres 7or erop-

ingr,

The Minister for Lands: And new sel-
tlers are still going out fhere.

My, CORBOY: Yes. To cnable them to
put in this erop the settlers have nequired
A0 machines, and next year vwill have over
1K) more.

Mr, Latham: Fifty per cent. of tle
farmera do not buy State implements,

Mr. CORBOY: That is a reflection om
the farmers, No onr squeals more louilly
than they do about the handiraps of Fed-
eration and the FEastern States grab.

Mr. Latham: They get better machines
rlsewhere, and that i8 a very important
thing in farming,

Mr. CORBOY:
they do.

1 do not know that
tven if that be so, it is due to
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the fact that the late Government for years
deliberately refrained from bringing the
State Implement Works up to date. They
have been handicapped with obsolete mach-
inery and plant that is out of date. It
hatg 1.cen praetically impossible for the works
to eompete with the Eastern States on any-
thing like a paying basis.

Mr. Latham: My experience dates buck
further than that.

Mr. CORBOY: The works are badly
laid out.
Mr. Latham: A Labour Government

started them.

Mr. CORBOY: The Labour Government
were undoubtedly sold a pup by the man
who first managed them.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is only a
matter of prejudice. Give them another
name, and no one will know the diffavence,

Mr. CORBOY: Tn the Newdegate (lis-
trict there is now a population, comprising
scttlera and their families, of 211, and 144
men are employed there. Next vear no less
than 7G4 tons of super will be carted into
the district, and 260 additional borses will
Fe required there. The only diseouraging
feature about fhe settlement is that the
average distance the settlers have to go to
reach the railkead is 36 miles. Over that
distance they have to cart everything that
iz taken on to the farm, and every bushel
of wheat that is taken off it. It is an im-
possible proposition. If a railway iz »not
provided, stacks will have to be built in the
distriet, and the farmers will have io dump
their wheat on the sites of the stations that
nlrendy have heen survered, and the Gov-
ernment will have to finance the stacking.

The Minister for Lands: What are the
roads like?

Mr. Latham: The worst in the Staie.

Mr. CORBOY: That is true. When 1
was last jn the distriet I saw a sick child
heing taken to Lake Grace in a motor ear.
1 was never so sorry for any child as I was
for that one, and wondered if it would
reach the town alive. The road is so bad,
in its worat places, that it iz impossible to
attempt to cart produec over it to the rail
head, The lowest price for carting tha 30
odd miles to Lake Grace works out at no
less than 2s. 2d. per bushel.

Mr. Griffiths: It is an impossible pro-
position.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it is. That
district econtains nearly 14,000 aeres of
wheat this season, which will have to be
handled. Unfortunatels I ses very little
chanee of railway facilities being provided
in the immediate future. I sppeal to the
Government to do their utmost to build a
riilway into that area as quickly as pos-
wible. Tt is the most economical and
soundest method of dealing with a serious
problem.  If they ean do nothing else I
oye they will extend the railhead far
enough to make it possible for the seitlers
to get their produce to market. It has been
stated that wheat js at present 6s. a bushel.
That would mean a great deal to the set-
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tlers who will have 40,000 bags to sell. If
they huve fo stavk it and leave it until next
year, they may wot get more than is. or
3z, 6d. a bushel.

Mr, Latham: It is not 6s, a bushel.

Mr. CORBUY: The bakers have put up
the price of bread, and say that the cost of
flour is the rcason for our paying another
halfpenny per loaf. I understand that the
London parity to-day is 6s. 2d.

AMr. Richardson: They are offering 5s.
815d, to-day.

Mr, CORBOY: It the prive drops only 1s.
a bughe)l next yegr that may mean all the
difference between plading the Newdegate
settlers on their feet and keeping them strug-
gling for many more years. If they could
sell their wheat while the price is high, they
would be able to get on well from the be.
gluniug. I appeal to the Government te
enusider enruestly the question of providing
railway faecilitivs for that area, which hus al-
ready demonstruted what it ean do.  ‘The
sottlers have dope a tremendous amonnt of
work, and shown their confidence in their
holdings. I was astounded to see the
amonnt of clearing that had been accom-
plished in sueh a short time. A great deal
of work has been done, and a township is
now springing up there. I venture to say
thut before long this will be one of the
biggrest produeing centres, in compact forn,
in Western Australia. Nearly 14,000 aeres
are under ¢rop this year, and ncarly 34,000
acres will he under crop next year. This
wmust impress the Government with the wr-
geney of tlie matter, and the necessity for
soinething being done to enalle the scttlers
to get their produce to market. There is
another settlemont at Kalgarin that is alse
entitled to nssistance. Several members
have already put forward the claims of thut
distriet for consideration when the railway
programme is gone into. The settlers at Kal-
garin have already produced a large quan-
tity of wheat, which justifies them in ex-
pecting railway facilities. They have de-
velopedd titeir holdings and onght to receive
some congideration. When the Lake Grace-
Newdegate Ratlway Bill was before the
Homse last vear, I said that any measuore
providing for the construction of the rail-
way east of Kondinin to meet the require-
ments of the Kalgarin district would re-
ceive my snpport. I would weleome a meas-
nre that wouvld provide for railway facilities
being given to these people. The Ravens.
thorpe district has for years suffered from
a drought. Tt has heen in an unpique |0si-
tion in that it ia the only Aistrict in the
State that has suffered in that way. Prae-
tieally every other district has enjoved gooil
sensons during that yeriod. There is a maz-
nificent huelt of timber country at Ravens-
thorpe within 30 miles of the coast, clost
to a range of hills which shovld hreak up the
clouds and indvree rain to fall. We all hope
that the drought conditioms will not enn-
tinue, and that this vear’s harvest will im-
prove. Ravensthorpe unfortunately suffers
from a disability that does not exist to such
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an extent in any other farming distriet.
The greater the crop a man produces in
that district, the more i3 he penalised be-
cause of his produetion. I refer to the faet
that 1he freights upon his produce are ab-
normally high. He has a very small local
market and must get his produce away.
Unfortunately the bettom has fallen out of
the copper market, and there is nothing to
give the mining industry a stimulus. The
local people used to absorb a good deal of
the products of the land, bat the popuiation
is not as big as it was, Almost all the
prodvce from the Ravensthorpe district has
to be zent away.

The Minister for Lands: How is the but-
ter factory getting on?

Mr. CORBOY: That was an ill-advised
ventore, but the Governmeant <airy expert
thought otherwise and the Government
agreed to finance the building of the fae-
tory. It was built at a time when there
were not sufficient eows in the distriet to
supply the milk required, let alone butter.
Had the drought conditions been broken,
there is no doubt there would have been a
rapid increase in the numher of cows in the
district, and the faetory would have beon
working to-day. The farmers were genuine,
and snbseribed one-third of fthe ecapital
necessary for the factory. Butter is a pro-
dvet they would have heen ahle ta got away
withoot being greatly affected by the
freights, The drought condifions, however.
have led to a decrease in the number of
atoek, Directly good seasons return and
feed is available, stock will be hrought into
the district and we may see the butter fae-
tory operating. At present the people arce
importing fodder to feed their stock, for
there is no fecd in the distriet. The freights
upon that constitute a great burdem. The
Minister in charge of State shipping has
said he will go into the question of afford-
ing some relief in this respect until feed is
available locally. I hope he will be able to
do so. DBut relief is necessary in respect of
freights on all other things. Despite the
reduction of one-third granted during the
last Tarliament the people there are now
paying exactly double the highest freights
paid elsewhere in the State. The highest
railway freight on wheat elsewhere is 5d.
per bushel, and my constituents are paying
no less than 10d. per bushel on the State
steamer. That is largely due to the faet of
produetion in the district having been small
and the cost of running the steamer having
been high. Tt is hoped that the new
steamer to be placed on the coast in some
months” time will enable a eonsiderable
lessening of running costs to be effected
and consequently a reduction in freights,
especially om primary products. When
I hear my farming friends, such as the
member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown), com-
plaining of the grave handicap under which
their constituents suffer beeause of the half-
penny railway freight they pay on fertiliser,
it makes me wonder what they would say to
10d. per bushel freight on wheat.
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Mr. Thomson: They would not have much
hape.

Mr. CORBOY: Equally the Ravensthorpe
prople will not have much hope until their
ireights are brought down to a reasonable
level.

Mr. Latham: You pay £5 per ton freight
on your super.

Mr CORBOY: Yes. Some of the charges
were simply ridiculous; but improvements
have been effected during the last three
years, and I hope we shall continue to get
relief.  An increase in our primary produe-
tion is essential, and therefore I have some-
what dwelt om the primary industries oper-
ating in my electorate. I recogmise that if
the mining industry should be dying, it is
cgsential to provide other avepues of em-
ployment for the men who must
neccssarilty go  out  of the mining
indvstry. T suggest te the Government
that the best and most economical way of
providing for those men would be to place
as many as possible of them in the districts
in which they have lived for years, to
place them on the land there under condi-
tions which will afford them a reasomable
chance of success. Of course 1 know that
in ‘many mining districts that would not
be practicable. I desire to make a brief
veferenee to the minibg industry, which un-
fortunately has latterly known a e&lack
period, though I am glad to be able to say
that in my own electorate, except as regards
the Ravensthorpe distriet, there has been a
notahle revival in mining. One mine in
Yilgarn, the Burbidge, which for years had
paddled along with two or three men, was
as Jately as a week ago employing 30 men.
Unfortunately the mine has had te eclose
down temporarily bhecause of lack of water;
hut a water supply is being provided by
the Government from the goldfields main.
Thug the difficulty will shortly be overcome,
and then there will be an increase in the
number of men employed on the mine as
compared with the number working there
last week.

My, Griffiths: There are very good re-
poris of mining operations at Westonia.

Mr. CORBOY: ¥Yes. The trouble at
Woestonia is too much water; at Burbidge
it is too little water. In other districts of
the Yilgarn area there is production from
mining whiek shows splendid results at the
moment and promises even greater things
to come, There is a magnificent field in the
making at Langsford, out from Bullfinch.
With the revival of the copper market, and
the promised success of the Neville process
of copper extraetion, a revival of copper
mining in the Phillipa River district may
be anticipated. In passing I may say that
that bughear of the last Parliament, so far
as T was copeerned, the Ravensthorpe smelter
ease, has not yet been settled—a fact which
may surprize some old members. The member
for York (Mr. Latham) need not look at the
present oceupants of the Treasury bench.
Now those genilemen are there, we have
the prospect of a seitlement of the case
within the next few weeks. As repards
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the mining industry generally, one of the
essentials {o its continvance and to a bright-
ening of its present prospects is a due en-
couragement of bona-fide prospecting., While
a pood deal has been done in that direction
hy past Governments, two or three things
vet remain to be donme. The first of these
thinga I do not intend to stress, becauss the
Glovernment are already aware of the neees-
sity for an alteration. That first thing is
relief from the most appressive burden of
taxation laws whirh operate agaiust the
proapector. He battles along for 15 or 20
rears on what is, after all, & mere pittance,
which would not be tolerated by most men;
and then, if he is fortunate enough at the
end of that period to find something which
may repav him for all hia toil and hardship,
the Commissioner of Taxation steps in, and
the prospector, instead of reaping the re-
ward of his labour, finds the Taxzation Com-
missioner demands practically the whole
value of the discovery.

Mr. Latham: And sometimes more.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, In many instances
prospectors have had from the Taxation
(‘fommiisgioner a bill greatly in excess of the
amount of cash they received and the eash
they could obtain from the sale of their
shares. Bo, instead of Qeriving advantage
from his discovery, the prospector finds that
he has a millstone of tax debt hung around
his neck. Something must be done to re-
move that disadvantage. I know men who
for years have put every penny thev conld
get into backing praspectors. T have onc
such man particularly in mind—a barrister,
For the past 12 months that gentleman has
found himself ecompelled to discontinue pay-
ing prospectors to go into the field, because
he realises that if they do find awything,
neither he nor thev will reap any advantaye
from it: the whole of the return would go
to the Taxation Commiszioner. That is a
severe handicap. Tt means that men who
for years have been backing prospertors are
unable to continue to do so. Another fea-
tnre which needs rectification iz the ont-
rageous sandalwood monopoly created by the
last Parliament. Tn that connection we
provided for the making available of 750
tons of sandalwood for hona-fide prosnectors.
Tf every one of the prospectors who have en
far applied for permits to pull sandalwood
under the regunlations were given an equal
chare, each of them would he allotted 1%
tons for the whole year.

Mr. Richardson: Have 550 prospectors ap-
plied?

Mr, CORBOY: Something like that num-
her. 1 obtained the figures from the Mines
Department, who have the issning of these
permits. When T have called on the officialz
of the Mines Department for an order for
a prospector to pull sandalwoed, they have
snid to me that they are very sorry but
that they must cut the thing out, and that
if every one whe applied got & cut out of

it
My, Richardson: I did not think there
were s0 many prospectors going around.
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Mr. CORBOY: There are. Most people
wouldd be surprised, on pgoing outback, to
discover how  many genuine yrospectors
there are still in the field. The genuine
prospector, for whom the 750 tons of san-
dalwood are provided, is not scen near the
railways nor in the towns. Just reeently
I had in hand the case of two men who
had diseavercd a Mrare showing considerable
promise. However, they had exhausted their
credit at the store and were unable to get
further suprlies. Rather than ask the Gov-
ernmment to assist them with money from the
Mining Development Vote, they derided,
being independent, to go and pull a bit of
smdnrlwond and pet a bit of mmer to
amare the storckeeper, after which they
wonld resume their mining operatioms. They
aprlied through me to the departiment for
n permit under the 740 tons provision. The
departnient knew both men well, and at
oner granted eaeh of them a permit to pull
wood. But them my trouble was to get an
order for the wood. As the resuit of three
weers’ strenuous endeavour I sogeceded in
aotting an order for four tons from one man,
ard nothing for the other--really faur tons
Fetween the two of them. That vas the
verv best that could be wnt, TFven if the
sandalwood monopoly eannnr be broken hy
ths Government, c¢ven *f th> contract en-
tered into is sueh as eannot be got vil of
without payment of heavy rompensation, some
effort ghonld be made to amend the con-
tract so that a sufficieri. quantity of sandal-
woorl fretting will be reserved for prospee-
tors to enahle such of them as de not de-
rire to make money from the Government
to go out and pnll a bit of wood in order
that they mar te enabled to earry on their
| rus;eeting nand mining operations, T sin-
rercly trust something will be dene to effeet
that. There will be opportunitiea later for
dealing with the very many other subjects
one wonld like to talk about, and I do not
propose at this stage to go any further.
T know that the present Government intend
to do all they ean to place the mining in-
dustry on a sound basis, and T hope their
efforts will prove successful. T hope that
coincidently with the establishment of 2
Lettor feelineg in the mining world we shall
have a cortinuancs of development in the
agricnltural arers. I apain appeal to the
Government to bear ir mind the neeessity
of providing for those people who wish to
go on the land in Western Australia, and
who for many months have heen trying fo
met on the lawl, bnt whe, as the records
of the Tand Board prove beyoud doubt,
have heen unable to do so heeause the land
i3 mot at present available, Tf we are to
increase our praduction from the soil, some
effort will have to be made to find suitable
land adjacent, or very eclose, to existing
-nilays for these people. Tn that way
land will he made available which should
h= yut inte use. TFinallv, ¥ would again
stress the urgent neeessity for the cloge
eonsideration of the question of proviling
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railway facilities for those districts which
to-day are producing large quantities of
commodities but bave not the needful facili-
ties to get those eommodities away to the
markets that are offering.

On motion by Mr, Latham, debate ad-
jonrned.

House adjourned at 5.30 p.m,

feglsiative Tdiicil,
Tuesday, 12th Adugust, 1924,
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_The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Stahdard Survey Mutks.
A Higﬂ School, o
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

ASSENT TO BILL.
ﬁ'éés'ége Afroiii the Lieutenant-Glovernpr

yeceiyed read. notifying assent to the
Supply B (No. 1), E1.863,500.
ADDRESS-IN,REPLY.
Seventh Day.

Debate resumed, from the 7th August.

Hon, E. H. GRAY (West) [4.38]: & de-
sire to associate myself with the eongratu-
Intigna .and welcome extended to the Leader
of the House, to the Honorary Minister, and
to the new members. In my opinion the
present session will be ome of . the most
momentous in the history of the State, Al-
though wo have had Labour Governments
before, we have pever had one at such a
time when the whole trend of popular
opinion the world over hds been in the
same dircetion. T congratulate Mr. Drew.
I.did not know him hei"cnﬂil I entered this
Chamber, but long before he was relurned
on this occasion, I had heard bim spoken of
from hoth sides of the Youse in terms of
bigh commendation. My shoit aequaint-
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ance with him satisfies me that he will up-
bold the reputation he made previously
when he oceupied the position of Leader of
the Houge, The Colonial Secretary has a
very diffieult task in this Chamber, but I
think Mr. Drew will be able to carry it ont
with credit te himself and good to the
country. Various speakers on the Address
have stressed the nou-party character of this
Chamber. That shows how otterly divoreed
they are from public gpinion. This House
is in very bad odour with the comnion
people. ) _

Hon, J. Ewing: This House! )

Hon. ¥, H. GRAY: Yes, owing to the
class-natore of its legislation; and it is
held in contempi by numbers of wembers
of all political patties betanse of its rash
consarvatism. .

Hon. J. Ewing: I wish they woild put it
to the test. :

Hon. A, Lovekin: Why, it is mpre demo-
cratic than the other placel We have been
told so. | | o . .

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The truth of my
statement is demonstrated by the very small
number of voters that gn to the poll in any
constitnency where Labour is got well re-
presented on the rolls,. Members should
sit up and take notice of the trend of pub-
lic opinion and endeavour to meet the .de-
mands for progressive legislation that have
beep made through the Lowex House.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Why are they
not represented bn the rolls? :

on. E..H. GRAY: Beeausg the constitu-
tion of this House ie one, of the most con-
servative in the B;itish Empire,, R
. ‘ it Maefarlane: You do not know
anything . about 1%, N o
.. Hon. 'E. H. GRAY; tf_thj.p ouse met
the Geinand for mora progressive legislation,
would moke for a more effective Cham-

L., . . Do LA

%on. T, Cornell: _]iow a you,chpuTt for
a 44 per ceq%. poll at thp Federal elections?

'l;‘in' E. H. GRAY: Wherever there are
working. people within reggonable dceess of
the bogths, flr bigger S 18 of elec e

o to the poll than in other parts, .We
ate the astounding stalé of affairs that
the working people in some parts of the
State have no répresentalioh whatever in
this House. In the timber areas theie tre
hundreds of mén who, through the nature
of theit calling, can have no say whatever
in the constitvtion of this Honse. It is
time an_alteration waa made, so that every
man and woman over the age of 21 should
havé a say ag fo who shall represent them
in this Chamber,

Hon. A. Lovekin: How many do not pay
6s.. per week? L. -

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Mi. Hamérsley com-
menfed upon thé absencé of a puard of
homour and other di la:{x at the opeuing of
Parliament and asked the reason. I think
the Premier aceurafely interpreted pub-
lic opinion hy abolighihyr the guard of hon-
our. I would rather have a gnard of hon-
oirt represéntiag bibles than bayonets, But



